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A NEW AND IMPORTANT INVENTION! 
By DOUGLAS BLY, M.D. 


_————_ By frequent dissections Dr. Bly has succeeded in 
embodying the principles of the natural leg in an 
artificial one, and by so doing has produced the most 
complete and suecessful inventions ever attained in 
artificial legs. 

New York, Feb. 10, 1860. 

When the Palmer Leg was invented, | recom- 
mended it to all who needed anything of the kind, 
because it was an improvement on the old Anglesea 
Leg. And now I have the pleasure of informing 
them that Dr. Bly has invented a leg which is a great 
improvement on the Palmer leg. The advantages it 

possesses over the Palmer leg are 

First. The ankle-joint admits of motion pot only antero-posteriorly, 
but laterally, which allows the wearer to walk on any grade, or on rough 
and uneven surfaces, without inconvenience 

Sroonp. The ankle-joint is constructed without iron, steel, or metal of 
any kind; in fact, little or no metal is used in the limb, which renders it 
very light. 

Tniep. The joints, instead of being bushed with buckskin, which 
requires a renewal at the hands of the maker, when worn, are adjustable, 
and under the control of the wearer, 

Fovrtu. The springs are made of India rubber, and imitate more 
closely the action of the muscles 

Firru, The action of the springs can be increased or diminished at the 
option of the wearer, whereby each can adjust the motions of the leg to 
suit his own peculiar gait. 

VALENTINE MOTT, M.D., 
Emeritus Prof. of Surgery and Surgical Anatomy in the 
University of N. Y. 


New York, Feb. 10, 1860. 
I concur in the above recommendation, 
ALFRED ©, POST, M D., 
Prof. of the Principles and Operations of Sur gery in the 
University of MY. 


I have examined with care the ball and socket jointed leg, invented by 
Dr. Bly, and am satisfied that the mobility of the ankle-joint, whereby the 
foot can accommodate itself to grades and inequalities of the ground, is a 
great improvement upon all artificial legs made heretofore, 

JAMES RK. WOOD, M.D., No. 2 Irving Place, 
Prof. of Surgery in the Bellecue Hospital Medical College, N. Y. 

I have examined the Artificial Leg of D. Bly, M D., of Rochester, and 
have formed a very favorable opinion of its character, 

WILLARD PARKER, M.D., 37 East 12th St., 
Prof. of Surgery in the College of Physicians and Surgeona, N. Y. 
February 15. 


A pamphlet, containing full deseription and illustrations, can be 
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DOUGLAS BLY, M‘D., 
658 Breoavway (cor, Bond), N. Y. Crry, 
Rochester, N. Y., and Cincinnati, 0. 
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BE.°D- HUDSON, M.D., 
CLINTON HALL, (up stairs.) Eighth Street, or Astor 
Place, New York. 
FEET for Limbs shortened by Hip Disease, an important 
apparatus, unique and comely, 
Soldiers provided with legs, without cost, by Dr. H., the only one com- 
missioned by the Surgeon-General, U.S.A., for the Northern Division. 
Dr. H., having devoted his attention and practice for fourteen years to 
the subject of Artificial Limbs, has made such improvements upon the 
“Palmer Patent,” the right to which is his by purchase, as to render his 
trea'ment in this branch of surgery superior to all others. The Surgical 
Adjuvant sent gratis. 
REFERENCES. 
Ws. H. Van Buren, M.D., 
Sreeuen Sauirn, M.D., 
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Puttalo Medical and Surgical Journal.. 
- A MONTHLY PERIODICAL, 

The Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews, Core 
respondence, Army News, ete., ete; including the usual variety of Medi- 
cal Perivdical Publications, Specimen copies sent on application. Terms 


$1.00 a year, in advance. 
J. F. MINER, M.D., 


Editor Buffalo Med. and Surg. Jour., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


- . 7 > Y ve 2 o _— 
[)idiot, P. A.—Code des officiers de 

sante de l'armee de t®!Te, ou traite de droit administratif d Hygiene 
et de Medecine legale milit®Tes, 1 thick vol. Svo. Paris, 1868. 15fr. To 


be issued in two parts—one part now published, the other to appear im- 
mediately. 
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University of New York. 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

The Spring, Summer, and Autumn Course of Lectures in the Medical 
Department of the University of New York, will begin on Monday, March 
= and will be continued until the Winter Session commences, October 
19th. 

The Surgeon-General of the United States Army having expressed a 
desire that instruction should be given in the Medical Colleges, upon 
Military Surgery and Hygiene, the University Medical College will 
very cordially co-operate iu this laudable object, as will be seen by the fol- 
lowing programme for the Spring, Summer, and Autumn Course; while 
Militury Surgery and Hygiene will be taught also by Professor Post at 
the Winter Session. 

PROF. A.C. POST, M.D., Military Hygiene and duties of Surgeons in field 
of battle and in Military Hospitals, 

PROF. W. H. VAN BUKEN, M.D.. Examination of Recruits. 

PROF. J. 'T. METCALFE, M.D., Diseases of Camps. 

PROF. M. PAINE, M.D., Fever and Inflammation, 

J. W. 8. GOULEY, M.D., U.S.A., Surgical Operations on Field and in 

Hospitals. 

w. ety INAGHE, M.D., Venereal Diseases and Surgical Anatomy. 
PROF, J. C. DRAPER, M.D., Experimental Physiology. 
LOUIS ELSBERG, M.D., Diseases of the Throat and Laryax, with use of 

Laryngoscope. 

J. B. REYNOLDS, M.D., Diseases of Children. 
J, BLOXOME, M.D., the Anatomy and Discases of the Kidney. 
J, LEWIS SMITH, M.D., Diseases affecting Cerebro-Spinal System of 

Children. 

Besides the foregoing lectures the following Cityics will form an im- 
portant part of the Course : 

Monday, Obstetric, PROF. BEDFORD. a 
Gente, Surgical, PROFS. MOTT and VAN BUREN. 

ednesday. Medical, PROF, METCALFE. 

Thursday, Diseases of Larynx and Throat, DR. ELSBERG. 

Saturday, Surgical, PROF, POST. 

Students who may attend the Winter Session are admitted free to the 
Spring, Summer, and Autumn Course : others Re $30. 

‘ JOHN W. DRAPER, M.D., 
President of the Faculty. 


Medical Department of the University 


of Vermont. 
‘The next Annual Course of Lectures will commence on Thursday the 
26th of February, and continue sixteen weeks, 
Fees for the Lectures ° ° ° ° ° 
Matriculation = ° ° e ° 
Graduation . e ° ° . ° 
Students who have attended two full courses in other regular Medical 
Institutions, will be admitted upow payment of the Matriculation fee and 
10. 


Regular Graduates free. 
SAMUEL W. THAYER, JR., M.D., Dean, 
Buriietox, Vermont, January 31, 1863. 
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To the Medical Profession.—Dr. I, 

Panicot, Honorary Professor of the University of Brussels, late Com- 
missioner in Lunacy, and Superintendent of Gheel, has opened an Insti- 
tution at Hastings, on the Hudson, for the cure of mental and nervous 
diseases. The house is sitnated in a delightful and retired spot near the 
Hudson with vast grounds and gardens. The system employed in this 
new institution (that of free air and family life) is based upon the moral 
and physical liberty of the patients who voluntarily submit to medical’ 
treatment. 

‘Dr. P. is permitted to give for his references several gentlemen of the 
highest scientitic authority, and Superintendents of Asylums of the United 
States. In town he may consulted at Dr, Elsberg's office, 153 West 
15th street, on Tuesdays and Saturdays, for mental di and medi 
legal questions. ghd J Se ae 

1 ~ ’ 
Dr. Charles F. Taylor’s Treatment, 
By LOCALIZED MOVEMENTS, 
has been attended with w alled success during the past year, owing to 
the great improvements and additions in apparatus. Especially in curva- 
tures and all affections of the spinal column; in infantile gen em or 
m l 


“withered limbs;” and in the nervous derang ts an 
weaknesses incident to women, are these physiological processes peculiar- 


ly efficacious. 
CHARLES F. TAYLOR, M.D. 
No. 28 Cooper Institute, New York City. 
REFERENCES. 

Dr. J. M. Carnoonan, Prof. Surgery, N. Y. Med. College: Dr. Gro. T. 
Ex.iot, Prof. Obs. and Dis. of Women and Children, Bellevue Hospital 
Med. Col; Dr. Wa. H. Van Buren, Prof. Anat. Univ. Med. Col. ; Dr. 
Henry G. Cox, (late) Prof. Theory and Prac. of Med., N. Y. Med. Col.; 
Dr. J. Maron Situs, Surg. Women’s Hosp. ; Dr. B. F. Barker, Prof. Obs, 
and the Dis. of Women and Children; Dr. E. R. Peasies, (late) Prof. in 
N. Y. and Hanover (Me.), Med. Col.; Dr. L. A, Sayre, Prof. Orthopedic 
Surgery, Bellevue Hosp. Col,; Dr. A. E. Hosack, and the profession gene- 
rally in New York. 
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OUR SURGEONS UPON THE FIELD. 


BEING EXTRACTS FROM AN ADDRESS TO THEGRADUATING 
CLASS OF BELLEVUE HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE, 


By FRANK H. HAMILTON, M_D., 


Pror., OF FRACTURES, DISLOCATIONS, AND MILITARY SURGERY, MEDICAL 
INSPECTOR, U.S.A, 


Ir is perhaps proper to assume, Gentlemen, that during 
the present unhappy war, some of you will choose to enter 
the service of your country as surgeons in the army. We 
shall deem it necessary, therefore, to give you a few words 
as to the nature of your duties in this capacity, and the 
manner in which they can be best-performed. 

Possibly your country may yet have need of you in an- 
other capacity. You may yet be called upon to shoulder 
the musket; and to enter the ranks as fighting men. If so, 
we hope you will not hesitate to respond to the call. Sur- 
geons ought to make good soldiers, having been educated 
in a Spartan school, where cowardice is accounted a crime. 
The man who can remain cool and self-possessed in the midst 
of pestilence, ought to stand well the fire of musketry. Can 
any one suppose that the forty volunteer physicians who 
never turned their backs, but who fell with their faces to- 
wards the enemy at Norfolk, in 1852, or that any one of 
those thousands—your compatriots in arms—who have 
fallen on other fields, have died any less heroically than 
Warren on Bunker's Hill? or that they would have marched 
any less steadily upon the batteries at Fredericksburg than 
did the brave men under Couch and Sumner? We think 
they were all brave men alike, and alike entitled to public 
gratitude; and we entertain no doubt that when you are 
needed for such services you will, under the inspiration of 
the same patriotism, do whatever is demanded of you. 

But it is not probable that you will ever have any other 
mission upon the battle-field than that of surgeons. Your 
duty will be to save and not to take life, to bind up wounds 
and not to make them. You will have, therefore, no dis- 
tinction to make between friends and foes. You will be 
employed solely to mitigate the austerities of war, by un- 
doing in some measure the evils which war has done. 

It is but justice to say that, by the character and qualifi- 
cations of those men who have entered the service of the 
United States, whether as regulars or volunteers, the posi- 
tion of a surgeon in the army has een rendered eminently 
respectable. We venture to say that no officers, in any 
other department of the same rank, are more respectable. 
The surgeons of the regular army have all been subjected, 
before admission, to an examination as rigid as that which 
is required for admission to any of the armies of Europe : 
and their reputation for learning is notorious, and has been 
the subject of observation and of admiration the world over 
among medical men. <A defence of these gentlemen would 
be out of place, when there is no one to dispute their posi- 
tion. 

As to the volunteer surgeons it might be sufficient to 
say that, with few exceptions, they are the only commis- 
sioned officers of the volunteer army who have had any 
previous education or training to the peculiar and respective 
duties which they have been called upon to perform, With 
very few exceptions they are graduates of medical colleges, 
many of them having completed their education in large 
hospitals, 
and full surgeons of regiments have been themselves in 
charge of civil hospitals, or they have been engaged before 
entering the service in practice, and there is nothing jn the 
experience of a camp, except the mere routine of business, 
with which they are not perfectly familiar. Among all the 
surgeons of the army you will not probably find one who 
was, up to the moment of his entrance upon the perform- 
ance of his duties, a merchant, a lawyer, a tailor, a shoe- 
. maker, a grocer, a saloon-keeper, or anything else, either 

more or lesa, than a physician and surgeon. 
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Moreover, nearly all volunteer surgeons have been sub- 
jected to examinations by regularly constituted State Me- 
dical Boards, before their commissions have been given to 
them. In no case which has come to our knowledge has 
this examination been omitted. While it is well known 
that at first, and for many months after the war began, no 
officer of the volunteer service, not in the medical profes- 
sion, was, in a single instance, subjected to an examination 
of any kipd, nor, in general, were any testimonials required 
as to intellectual or moral qualifications Nor is there at 
the present moment any such examination or testimony 
uniformly demanded. Officers of the line are liable to an 
exanfMnation by a Board appointed for that purpose, upon 
the complaint of their commanding officers, that they have 
been found incompetent. And this is all. Medical officers 
are liable to similar examinations before similar Army 
Boards, 

The presumption is, therefore, established in our favor, 
and we are happy to be able to verify this presumption 
by.an intimate personal acquaintance with a large number 
of the volunteer surgeons. 

Our official position in the army of the Potomac has 
given us unusual opportunities of knowing these men, and 
we think that it ought to be received as a significant fact, 
that of more than two hundred volunteer surgeons who 
came directly under our notice, and upon whose conduct it 
was our duty to report, we have had occasion to recom- 
mend for removal but one. 

While lying in front of Richmond, by order of the Com- 
mander-in-chief, we were directed to assemble the surgeons 
of the fourth corps, in: order that they might deliberate 
and report upon the causes of the sickness which was then 
decimating our troops,‘and to suggest what, in their judg- 
ment, were necessary and practicable remedies; and a 
more intelligent body of men it has rarely been our privi- 
lege to meet in any deliberative assembly. Their report, 
having been received at headquarters, was approved, and 
most of its suggestions were promptly carried into execu- 
tion. 

It was certainly no part of our intention, when we began 
to write this discourse, to compose a eulogium upon the 
medical officers of the army. But since we have spoken 
of them, it Mas occurred to us that, inasmuch as their offi- 
cial reports are seldom made public,.you possibly may not 
be aware of what they have been doing: and that by a 
simple, brief narrative of some of their labors, you may 
gather certain useful hints as to what you will be expected 
to do. 

The health of troops has always an intimate and direct 
relation to the sanitary police of the camp, 

None understand this better than medical men: since 
the reciprocal influences of cleanliness, purity of air, and 
the physigal condition of the body, constitute a great part 
of our medical studies, This knowledge, the result of 
reading and of experience, physicians have carried with 
them into the field. 

But it must be remembered that it is not in the power 
of surgeons to enforce hygienic measures without the sup- 
port of the commanding officers: and they have not always 
been able, therefore, to apply their knowledge sucvessfully 
to the management of the interior police of the camps, 
Indeed, we are compelled to say, that there are but very 
few of the commanding officers in the volunteer service 
who understand the relations of these matters as physicians 
understand them, Our views upon the subject of clegnli- 
ness among troops have a much wider scope than theirs, 
We see in the lack of sanitary police the ultimate defeat 
and disorganizatiqn of our armies. 

When garbage lies everywhefe in the company streets, 
and the air has a noisome odor both within and without 
the tents, we have found, also, that the men are dirty, 
ragged, and sickly—their muskets are rusty and out of 
order—they are insubordinate, mutinous, without drill and 
without discipline. They have no esprit de corps—no self- 
respect—na manliness—no courage ; and they will not fight. 
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Dirt at 
and cowardice at the other—commencing in the 
camp at Alexandria, and ending in the rout upon the 
plains of Manassas. 


These are the links which compose the chain. 
one end, 


They are inseparable—and, in our 
opinion, whoever is responsible for the one, is responsible 
for the whole. 

“Give me,” said Major-General Keyes, when, after our 
weary march of seven days, we first came in sight of the 
James river—‘ Give me the two best regiments in my 
command. I wish to post them at Turkey's Island Bridge.” 
And after a moment's pause, he added—“ the 2d Rhode 
Island and the 7th Massachusetts.” We could have antici- 
pated his choice, for had inspected their camps@often, 
we knew from experience that troops whose quarters 
were always clean, never suffered their reputation to be 


in battle 


we 
and 


soiled 


Malvern Hills, where, on the ig 
. achieved a most brilliant victory, and the exhausted enemy 
ceased the pursuit, 
Col. David A. Russel, who commanded the 7tlr Mass., 
and Col. Frank Wheaton, who commanded the 2d Rhode 
Island, have both been promoted to the rank of Brigadier- 


Turkey's Island Bridge was, in some sense, the key to 
following day, our troops 
‘ 


Generals, as they well deserved to be; but in our opinion 


the effectiveness, value, 


and bravery of these two regi- 
» less due to the perfect system of camp police 
carried out from day to day by Surgeons Holman and 
Carr, than to the 


} 
Mes, 


ments was mn 


splendid talents of their respective 
cok 

We have had equal opportunities, also, of observing the 
conduct of our surgeons upon the field of battle. We have 
seen them under fire, deliberately dressing the wounds of 
the soldiers, or administering to them stimulants, nourish- 
ment, and such other comforts as it was in their power to 
furnish. In the performance of such duties one of my 
personal friends was killed, and several others have been 
severely wounded. More than once, in our official reports 
of battles, we have had occasion to call the attention of the 
commanding officers to the zeal and intrepidity of regi- 
mental and assistant surgeons, 

After a battle, also, whether the army has been victorious 
or has suffered a defeat, the duties of the medical officers 
continue without interruption. In either case they have 
usually been compelled to labor incessantly for twd, three, 
or more successive days and nights, without sleep, without 
rest, and sometimes wiihout food even. 

It, is well known that both Drs. Milnor and Sutton, 
exhausted by their labors with the wounded at Savage's 
Station, finally perished, while in the hands of the enemy, 
from actual starvation. 

On such occasions, also, the surgeons have usually been 
left alone to do their work. 1 


Their purses, cooks, servants, 
and orderlies are gone, 


Their wounded men are in de- 
serted houses, in barns, under sheds or hayricks, or under 
the shade of a tree upon the open field. They have often 
no candles, no seats, tables, or beds; no cooking utensils; 
no food, perhaps, or stimulants. Everything, almost, has 
to be improvised. 

It has often been to us a matter of surprise how much 
the inventive genius of a surgeon, sharpened by the ap- 
peals of those who are suffering, has been able to supply. 

A bivouac fire furnishes at night both light and heat: a 
log is a seat; a fragment of a board is a table; a few 
tough saplings, laid upon four crotchets, with some leaves, 
or a blanket, constitute a bed; cold water and words of 
encouragement are excellent stimulants. 

Remember, gentlemen, that to the wounded and fainting 
soldier, //ope is a better cordial than brandy. And that 
you ought never to omit §p offer words of encouragement, 
when it is in your power to do so. : 

As for food, it is well enough to know that commissaries 
are seldom found upon the field, either immediately before, 
immediately afier, or during the battle. | 

We do not in this remark intend to imply a censure | 
upon these officers. Their duties are laborious and per- | 
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plexing in the extreme; and in order to answer all the 
demands which press upon them at such a time they must 
be ubiquitous. We only intend to state a fact; and to 
advise you that you will be obliged generally, after a great 
battle, to feed your own wounded men. 

Surgeons have many times during the present war per- 
formed such Miracles. After the battle of Seven Pines, with 
4,000 wounded men on our hands, and with comparatively 
nothing to feed them, some of the surgeons, by consent of 
General Sumner, killed several of the horses belonging to 
his orderlies, and made of them a most palatable and 
nourishing soup. Others followed the example of Miss 
Nightingale at Scutari; fiuding supplies of crackers and of 
collee with no commissary to give the required permission 
to use them, they asked permission of God, and in His 
name broke open the bexes, and distributed the contents. 

Field surgery—that is, surgical operations made under 
the circumstances which we have now described, has been 
made the subject of unfriendly criticism, by some who have 
been permitted to see our patients alter they have been 
carried to the rear. 

But intelligent medical men seldom venture to judge of 
the propriety of an operation, or of ghe skill exercised in 
its execution, by the condition of the patient or of his 
wound after the lapse of several days. 

The most skilfully made stumps may ulcerate, slough, and 
open—the skin and muscles may retract and expose the 
bone, from faults of the constitution; from the severity of 
the shock attending the accident; from exposure to heat 
or cold; from rude jolting over rough roads, or from care- 
less handling on the part of those who move them from 
place to place. . 

If, however, it could be clearly shown that there has 
been a good deal of bad surgery in the army; that opera- 
tions have not always been judiciously timed, or skilfully 
made, or the wounds neatly dressed; would it justify the 
severity of the judgment which has sometimes been given 
in these cases? 

Have any of these gentlemen, who find it so easy, and 
who feel it so much their duty to point out our errors, ever 
made an amputation “ under fire ?” 

It is no uncommon thing for a surgeon on the field to be 
compelled to change his position once or twice during an 
operation, on account of a change in the direction or in the 
range of the shots. Such interruptions, together with the 
urgency of the claims of other wounded men who are lying 
about, render it necessary to decide quickly and to exe- 
cute rapidly; and must compel the army surgeon some- 
times into errors of practice, which, under other circum- 
stances, he might have avoided. 


—_—_—_—_—_—O——— 


Paristan Mepican Stupents.—The students, who seem 
bent on reopening the campaign suspended last year, made 
a “demonstration” on Monday against their new lecturer, 
Dr. Rayer. It appears there are two reasons for the ebul- 
lition of feeling of which he has been the object; the first 
is, he is one of the physicians in ordinary to the Emperor; 
and the second, that his appointment was considered by 
the students as an act of flagrant favoritism. Be this as it 
may, Dr. Rayer proceeded to pronounce his opening address 
on Monday. The hall of the Ecole de Médecine was 
crowded from an early hour. The moment the lecturer 
opened his lips a storm of hisses and cries was raised, 
which drowned the applause of others who did their best to 
support him. The sergens de ville had to interfere; but 
their gppearance did not at once calm the storm. The 
bust of the Emperor, which stood on a pedestal opposite the 
chair, was thrown down; a few say intentionally; others 
allege by accident, some one having moved a ladder which 
happened to be near it. The sergens de ville tried to lay 
hold of the rioters; and after much’ resistance on their 
part, succeeded in carrying off the ringleaders in cystody, 
and tranquillity was restered.—Dublin Med. Press. 
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DISEASES IN CAMP. 
THEIR CAUSES AND TREATMENT. 
By W. C. OTTERSON, Sure. U.S.V. 
MEDIOAL DIRECTOR—ARMY 6, E, MISSOURI. 
[Read before the Kings County Medica) Society.) 

Ix considering the diseases to which the soldier is peculiar- 
y liable in camp life, it will not be out of place to glance 
at the peculiar conditions superinduced by his habits. No 
surgeon can have been connected with the army, and 
noticed its deteriorating influences upon the physical man, 
vithout observing the almost universal Dyscrasia that is 

mnected with every form of morbid change to which the 
iuman system is subjected: the emaciation, dusky hue, 
and shrivelled cold surface, of almost every soldier sick in 
Hospital, or who waits at Surgeon’s call, is the one great 
wedominating characteristic, no matter what may be their 
omplaint. Diarrhoea, intermittent and remittent fevers, in 
his country, are the most frequently met with. We com- 
nence by what we suppose to be the cause of the patholo- 
rical changes in the system; these we shall find for the 
reater part to be functional, and not organic. Our volun- 
eers are taken from all branches and occupations in life, 
ounected with the arts of peace; they have all shared in 
vlat has been our happy and prosperous country, the com- 
orts of a good home, protected from the cold in winter by 
‘omfortable houses and clothing; from the intense heat of 
summer by a degree of leisure that their prosptrity can well 
siford; their diet of the most healthful and extensive varie- 
ies that their appetites can crave; a climate, although ex- 
ending several degrees of latitude and longitude, that with 
ew exceptions is remarkably healthy and salubrious ; add 
o these the daily regular habits of routie civil life, and we 
1ave the true type of the great class of our soldiers, 

We will follow the private soldier from his private home 
f plain comforts, to the field. Here is a revolution inevery- 
hing; he rises in the morning ere the stars have faded, 
‘hilled and sore, from his comforiless bivouac; prepares his 
norning repast in haste, often one half cooked, and thrusts 
p villanous compound of solids and fluids into his stomach, 
n the shape of fat pork fresh or salt, always fried, soft bread 
plways heavy, hot coffee always strong, and in undue quan- 
ity, taken for its heating and slightly stimulating effects. 
Vith this, the order comes to “ fall in!” and with knapsack 
nd musket, his whole muscular and nervous energies are 
axed in locomotion; the processes of digestion are inter- 
ered with; and notwithstanding the stomach has been taxed 
yond its powers, very few of the elenients of nutrition 
re carried into the circulation. His march continues for 
hany weary hours, when he halts for the night, or throws 
himself beside the road, from mere exhaustion: in either 
ase, the capillary system in its most active stage, and the 

eryous chide flagging ; his supper is a repetition of his 
breakfast in all particulars; when finished, he seeks “tired 

ature’s sweet restorer, sleep,” with stomach filled to re- 
letion; the a@hill night air soon closes the delicate capilla- 
ies, and the cutaneous excretions seek some hew exit; 


alled upon to perform, and this labor is shared by the 
ronchi and gastro-intestinal canal; the latter having 
beady become exceedingly embarrassed by the ill-treat- 
vent just sustained, goes to work in self-defence, and rids 
erself of the irritating matters contained within, that have 
escaped the process of assimilation. Add to these, scanty 
Povering while sleeping, the insidious deleterious influences 
f noxious gases exhdled from the earth at night, and 
rowded tents, sapping the very foundations of life, by 
obbing the system of her red corpuscles; and we have the 
oldier as he presents himself in hospital, or at surgeons’ 
“call.” My professional readers will readily recognise the 
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photogriph, as I will attempt to give it, of one of our 
patients, and as our very distinguished and worthy Profes- 
sor of Theory and Practice, J. M. Smirn, used to teach in 
examining a patient, always begin at the head, if there is 
any obscurity in the case. We will first begin outside, and 
examine the skin; the first casual glance of the novice 
would suggest sodp and water as the treatment, the diag- 
nosis being inferential; but the experienced eye knows 
this opinion to be premature ; take hold of your patient's 
hand, ’tis cold, almost clammy, he is emaciated, and -muscle 
flabby, his features are sunken, and his surface cyanosed, 
his sclerotic is almost pearly, his conjunctiva pale, his lips 
colorless, his tongue large and flat, with a fur lighter than a 
cream-color ; the paleness of the mucous membranes strikes 
you at once; his pulse is quick, small, and irritable, the 
rhythm of his heart is irregular and impulse feeble, respira- 
tion is accelerated, and his whole expression is anxious, and 
indicative of debility ; the spleen is generally found enlarg- 
ed, liver unchanged, but sometimes tender, the bowels flat 
or tympanitie, as the case is more or less acute, or chronic 
with or without tenderness upon pressure. Pains are erra- 
tic, all of a neuralgic character. The cardiac plexus and 
the semilunar ganglion appear to be great centres of reflect- 
ed irritation. These are called Rheumatism. Upon ques- 
tionmg the patient of whatever he may complain chiefly, 
before he gets through relating his ills, he is sure to tell us 
he has diarrhoea, andepains in the chest and back ; these 
last, in my experience, are always more aggravated in the 
cavalry than in the infantry service. No external reme- 
dies, so far as I have observed, have in the least degree 
mitigated them. 

It may not be out of place here to mention the different 
kinds of diarrhoea, and the indication of their treatment. 
When there is much pain, and the dejections are small and 
frequent, caused by irritating substances within the intes- 
tinal canal, a cathartic or aperient will often correct the 
whole trouble: when the stools are semisolid, or fluid with 
light unhealthy color, copious and frequent without pain, 
caused by anzmia, and debility of the muscular fibres of the 
canal, the vegetable bitters, in alternation with the iron, act 
as a direct tonic to the muscular fibre of the intestine, while 
they improve by stimulating the processes of digestion. The 
best of this class are the calumba, the quassia, the gentian, 
etc., given in the form of tincture. The periodic diarrhoea 
is purely of malarious aggin, and to be treated accordingly : 
quinine and iron is the best combination. When camp 
diarrhoea becomes thoroughly chronic, structural changes 
are so extensive that little can be done that is curative; the 
bismuth and carminative powder, the nit. argent. and conium 
or opium with milk diet, and stimulants fulfil the indica- 
tions. 

In all these cases the pathological condition of our patient 
is evident; he is not getting into his circulation a due pro- 
portion of the proteine compounds, and he is simply starving 
to death: this is a startling fact. 

In this country we are not familiar with cases of starva- 
tion, for although all parts of our land do not exactly flow 
with milk and honey, it is supposed to furnish ample subsist- 
ence for all the wants of the animal economy; and this 
fortunately is true, for this man takes into his stomach his 
pork ‘and beans, and corn bread, and yet fails to extract 
from them the elements of bone, muscle, and nerve, and 
thinking brain. 

Is the Government to blame because a man’s digestion is 
bad? Is the surgeon to blame that his pills and powders 
do not cure his patient? Or is a man to blame because he 
is not an ostrich? The answer to these interrogatories is 
palpable to every one. Still the Government is very much 
to blame in not having made the subject of proper food, 
and its preparation, for the soldier in the field, one of close, * 
careful, and thorough investigation. Every day in the year, 
with such an army as we have, there is a whole regiment 
lost for want of that attention to coaking which isso essen~ 
tial to healthy vital a@tion. The only thing attempted in 
that direction was the Pertable Oven, which I believe was 
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These are the links which compose the chain. Dirt at 
one end, and cowardice at the other—commencing in the 
camp at Alexandria, and ending in the rout upon the 
plains of Manassas. They are nseparable—and, in our 
opinion, whoever is responsible for the one, is responsible 
for the whole. 

Give me,” said Major-General Keyes, when, after our 
weary march of seven days, we first came in sight of the 
James river 
command, 


-* Give 





me the two best regiments in my 


I wish to post them at Turkey's Island Bridge.” 


And after a moment's pause, he added—“ the 2d Rhode 
Island and the 7th Massachusetts.” We could have antici- 
pated his choice, for we had inspected their campsoften, 


and we knew from experience that troops whose 


| 
ean, never suffered their reputation to be 


quarters 
were always cl 
soiled in battle. 

Turkey’s Island Bridge was, in some sense, the key to 
Malvern Hills, where, on the following day, our troops 
achieved a most brilliant victory, and the exhausted enemy 
ceased the pursuit : . 

Col. David A. Russel, who commanded the 7th Mass., 
and Col. Frank Wheaton, who commanded the 2d Rhode 
Island, have both been promoted to the rank of Brigadier- 


Generals, as they well deserved to be; but in our opinion 
value, and of these 
ments was no less due to the perfect system of camp police 
carried out from day to day by Surgeons Holman and 
than to the splendid talents of their 


Colones, 


the effec tivenes 
! 


bravery two regi- 


respective 


We have had equal opportunities, also, of observing the 
conduct of our surgeons upon the field of battle. We have 
seen them under fire, 
the soldiers, or administering to them stimulants, nourish- 
ment, and such other comforts as it was in their power to 
furnish. In the performance of such duties one of my 
personal friends was killed, and several others have been 
severely wounded. More than once, in our official reports 
of battles, we have had occasion to call the attention of the 
commanding officers to the zeal and intrepidity of regi- 
mental and assistant surgeons, 

After a battle, also, whether the army has been victorious 
or has suffered a defeat, the duties of the medical officers 
continue interruption. In either case they have 
usually been compelled to labor incessantly for tw, three, 
or more successive days and uights, without sleep, without 
rest, and sometimes without food even. 

It is well known that both Drs. Milnor and Sutton, 
exhausted by their labors with the wounded at S-vage’s 
Station, finally perished, while in the hands of the enemy, 
from actual starvation. 


withou 


On such occasions, also, the surgeons have usually been 
left alone to do their work. 


and orderlies are gone. 


Their nurses, cooks, servants, 
Their wounded men are in de- 
serted houses, in barns, under sheds or hayricks, or under 
the shade of a tree upon the open field. i 
no candles, no seats, tables, or beds: 
no food, perhaps, or stimulants, 
to be improvised, 


They have often 
no cooking utensils; 
Everything, almost, has 

It has often been to us a matter of surprise how much 
the inventive genius of a surgeon, sharpened by the ap- 
peals of those who are suffering, has been able to supply. 

A bivouae fire furnishes at might both light and heat: a 
log is a seat; a fragment of a board is a table; a few 
tough saplings, laid upon four crotchets, with some leaves, 
or a blanket, constitute a bed; cold water and words of 
encouragement are excellent stimulants. 

Remember, gentlemen, that to the wounded and fainting 
soldier, //ope is a better cordial than brandy. And that 


you ought never to omit % offer words of encouragement, 
when it is in your power to do so. 

As for food, it is well enough to know that commissaries 
are seldom found upon the field, either immediately before, 
immediately after, or during the battle. 

We do not in this remark intend to imply a censure 
Their duties are laborious and per- 


upon these officers. 


deliberately dressing the wounds of 


_— 
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plexing in the extreme; and in order to answer all the 
demands which press upon them at such a time they must 
be ubiquitous. We only intend to state a fact; and to 
advise you that you will be obliged generally, after a great 
battle, to feed your own wounded men. 

Surgeons have many times during the present war per- 
formed such miracles. After the battle of Seven Pines, with 
4,000 wounded men on our hands, and with comparatively 
nothing to feed them, some of the surgeons, by consent of 
General Sumner, killed several of the horses belonging to 
his orderlies, and made of them a most palatable and 
nourishing soup. Others followed the example of Miss 
Nightingale at Seutari; fiuding supplies of crackers and of 
coffee with no commissary to give the required permission 
to use them, they asked permission of God, and in His 
name broke open the bexes, and distributed the contents, 

Field surgery—that is, surgical operations made under 
the circumstances which we have now described, has been 
made the subject of unfriendly criticism, by some who have 
been permitted to see our patients after they have been 
carried to the rear. 

But intelligent medical men seldom venture to judge of 
the propriety of an operation, or of ghe skill exercised in 
its execution, by the condition of the patient or of his 
wound after the lapse of several days. 

The most skilfully made stumps may ulcerate, slough, and 
open—the skin and muscles may retract and expose the 
bone, from faults of the constitution; from the severity of 
the shock attending the accident; from exposure to heat 
or cold; from rude jolting over rough roads, or from care- 
less handling on the part of those who move them from 
place to place. 

If, however, it could be clearly shown that there has 
been a good deal of bad surgery in the army; that opera- 
tions have not always been judiciously timed, or skilfully 
made, or the wounds neatly dressed; would it justify the 
severity of the judgment which has sometimes been given 


in these cases ? 


Have any of these gentlemen, who find it so easy, and 
who feel it so much their duty to point out our errors, ever 
made an amputation “ under fire ?” 

It is no uncommon thing for a surgeon on the field to be 
compelled to change his position once or twice during an 
operation, on account of a change in the direction or in the 
range of the shots. Such interruptions, together with the 
urgency of the claims of other wounded men who are lying 
about, render it necessary to decide quickly and to exe- 
cute rapidly; and must compel the army surgeon some- 
times into errors of practice, which, under other circum- 
stances, he might have avoided. 


— _ 


Paristan Mepicat Srupents.—The students, who seem 
bent on reopening the campaign suspended last year, made 
a “demonstration” on Monday against their new lecturer, 
Dr. Rayer. It appears there are two reasons for the ebul- 
lition of feeling of which he has been the object; the first 
is, he is one of the physicians in ordinary to the Emperor; 
and the second, that his appointment was considered by 
the students as an act of flagrant favoritism. Be this as it 
may, Dr. Rayer proceeded to pronounce his opening address 
on Monday. The hall of the Eeole de Médecine was 
crowded from an early hour. The moment the lecturer 
opened his lips a storm of hisses and cries was raised, 
which drowned the applause of others who did their best to 
support him. The sergens de ville had to interfere; but 
their gppearance did not at once calm the storm, The 
bust of the Emperor, which stood on a pedestal opposite the 
chair, was thrown down; a few say intentionally; others 
allege by accident, some one having moved a ladder which 
happened to be near it. The sergens de ville tried to lay 
hold of the rioters; and after much resistance on their 
part, succeeded in carrying off the ringleaders in cystody, 
and tranquillity was restored.—Dublin Med. Press, 
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Ix considering the diseases to which the soldier is peculiar- 
ly liable in camp life, it will not be out of place to glance 
at the peculiar conditions superinduced by his habits, No 
surgeon can have been connected with the army, and 
noticed its deteriorating influences upon the physical man, 
without observing the almost universal Dyscrasia that is 
connected with every form of morbid change to which the 
liuman system is subjected: the emaciation, dusky hue, 
and shrivelled cold surface, of almost every soldier sick in 
Hospital, or who waits at Surgeon’s call, is the one great 
predominating characteristic, no matter what may be their 
complaint. Diarrhoea, intermittent and remittent fevers, in 
this country, are the most frequently met with. We com- 
thence by what we suppose to be the cause of the patholo- 

‘al changes in the system; these we shall find for the 
vreater part to be functional, and not organic, Our volun- 
teers are taken from all branches and oecupations in life, 
counected with the arts of peace; they have all shared in 
what has been our happy and prosperous country, the com- 
furts of a good home, protected from the cold in winter by 


comfortable houses and clothing; from the intense heat of | 


summer by a degree of leisure that their prosptrity can well 
allord; their diet of the most healthful and extensive varie- 
ties that their appetites can crave; a climate, although ex- 
tending several degrees of latitude and longitude, that with 
few exceptions is remarkably healthy and salubrious ; add 
to these the daily regular habits of routine civil life, and we 
have the true type of the great class of our soldiers. 

We will follow the private soldier from his private home 
of plain comforts, to the field. Here is a revolution inevery- 
thing; he rises in the morning ere the stars have faded, 
chilled and sore, from his comforiless bivouac; prepares his 
morning repast in haste, often one half cooked, and thrusts 
a villanous compound of solids and fluids into his stomach, 
in the shape of fat pork fresh or salt, always fried, soft bread 
always heavy, hot coffee always strong, and in undue quan- 
tity, taken for its heating and slightly stimulating effects. 
With this, the order comes to “ fall in!” and with knapsack 
and musket, his whole muscular and nervous energies are 
taxed in locomotion; the processes of digestion are inter- 
fered with; and notwithstanding the stomach has been taxed 
beyond its powers, very few of the elenients of nutrition 
are carried into the circulation. His march continues for 
many weary hours, when he halts for the night, or throws 
himself beside the road, from mere exhaustion: in either 
case, the capillary system in its most active stage, and the 
nervous enérgies flagging ; his supper is a repetition of his 
breakfast in all particulars; when finished, he seeks “tired 
nature's sweet restorer, sleep,” with stomach filled to re- 
pletion; the @hill night air soon closes the delicate capilla- 
ries, and the cutaneous excretions seek some hew exit; 
thus the mucous membranes as the great scavengers are 
called upon to perform, and this labor is shared by the 
bronchi and gastro-intestinal canal; the latter having 
ayeady become exceedingly embarrassed by the ill-treat- 
ment-just sustained, goes to work in self-defence, and rids 
herself of the irritating matters contained within, that have 
escaped the process of assimilation. Add to these, scanty 
covering while sleeping, the insidious deleterious influences 
of noxious gases exhdled from the earth at night, and 


crowded tents, sapping the very foundations of life, by 
robbing the system of her red corpuscles ; and we have the 

dier as he presents himself in hospital, or at surgeons’ 
“call.” My professional readers will readily recognise the 
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photogriph, as I will attempt to give it, of one of our 
patients, and as our very distinguished and worthy Profes- 
sor of Theory and Practice, J. M. Syrrn, used to teach in 
examining a patient, always begin at the head, if there is 
any obscurity in the case. We will first begin outside, and 
examine the skin; the first casual glance of the novice 
would suggest soap and water as the treatment, the diag- 
nosis being inferential; but the experienced eye knows 
this opinion to be premature ; take hold of your patient's 
hand, ‘tis cold, almost clammy, he is emaciated, and -muscle 
flabby, his features are sunken, and his surface cyanosed, 
his sclerotic is almost pearly, his conjunctiva pale, his lips 
colorless, his tongue large and flat, with a fur lighter than a 
cream-color ; the paleness of the mucous membranes strikes 
you at once; his pulse is quick, small, and irritable, the 
rhythm of his heart is irregular and impulse feeble, respira- 
tion is accelerated, and his whole expression is anxious, and 
indicative of debility ; the spleen is generally found enlarg- 
ed, liver unchanged, but sometimes tender, the bowels flat 
or tympanitic, as the case is more or less acute, or chronic 
with or without tenderness upon pressure, Pains are erra- 
tic, all of a neuralgic character. The cardiac plexus and 
the semilunar ganglion appear to be great centres of reflect- 
ed irritation. These are called Rheumatism, Upon ques- 
tionmg the patient of whatever he may complain chiefly, 
before he gets through relating his ills, he is sure to tell us 
he has diarrhoea, andspains in the chest and back; these 
last, in my experience, are always more aggravated in the 
cavalry than in the infantry service. No external reme- 
dies, so far as I have observed, have in the least degree 
mitigated them. 

It may not be out of place here to mention the different 
kinds of diarrhoea, and the indication of their treatment. 
When there is much pain, and the dejections are small and 
frequent, caused by irritating substances within the intes- 
tinal canal, a cathartic or aperient will often correct the 
whole trouble ; when the stools are semisolid, or fluid with 
light unhealthy color, copious and frequent without pain, 
caused by anzemia, and debility of the muscular fibres of the 
canal, the vegetable bitters, in alternation with the iron, act 
as a direct tonic to the muscular fibre of the intestine, while 
they improve by stimulating the processes of digestion. The 
best of this class are the calumba, the quassia, the gentian, 
ete., given in the form of tincture. The periodic diarrhoea 
is purely of malarious aggin, and to be treated accordingly : 
quinine and iron is the best combination. When camp 
diarrhoea becomes thoroughly chronic, structural changes 
are so extensive that little can be done that is curative; the 
bismuth and carminative powder, the nit. argent. and conium 
or opium with milk diet, and stimulants fulfil the indica- 
tions. 

In all these cases the pathological condition of our patient 
is evident ; he is not getting into his circulation a due pro- 
portion of the proteine compounds, and he is simply starving 
to death: this is a startling fact. 

In this country we are not familiar with cases of starva- 
tion, for although all parts of our land do not exactly flow 
with milk and honey, 1t is supposed to furnish ample subsist- 
ence for all the wants of the animal economy; and this 
fortunately is true, for this man takes into his stomach his 
pork ‘and beans, and corn bread, and yet fails to extract 
from them the elements of bone, muscle, and nerve, and 
thinking brain. 

Is the Government to blame because a man’s digestion is 
bad? Is the surgeon to blame that his pills and powders 
do not cure his patient? Or is a man to blame because he 
is not an ostrich? The answer to these interrogatories is 
palpable to every one. Still the Government is very much 
to blame in not having made the subject of proper food, 
and its preparation, for the soldier in the field, one of close, 
careful, and thorough investigation. Every day in the year, 
with such an army as we have, there is a whole regiment 
lost for want of that attention to cogking which isso essen~ 
tial to healthy vital a@tion. The only thing attempted in 
that direction was the Portable Oven, which I believe was 
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this was a step in the right direction, 
but was bandoned. This I look upon as unfortunate, 
for if these were imperfect, some one would soon have made 
improvements that would have given the soldier his food 
well cooked and easily digested, with a cost to the service 
much Jess than the present, where at least one third of the 
ration is wasted. Who will confer this great blessing on our 
Army, immortalize himself, and make his fortune 7 This, 
then, is the great indication, and will for ever lay prostrate 
at our feet the hydra-headed monster, whose shadow falls 
with talismanic influence on the march of all great armies. 

In view of these facts, what is the duty of the Surgeon? 
Obviously first to his poor patient, he will as far as possible 
correct the abuses of his digestive organs, in directing such 
food as their enfeebled condition can elaborate. Solid, or 
semi-solid, as a rule, will meet the indication far better than 
any soups or broths he is able to improvise: a beef-steak 
broiled on the coals, cooked sufliciently on the outside to 
retain the nutritious juices ; rice well boiled, and if possible 
baked potatoes, stale bread, or hard bread in preference to 
the hot-biscuit, or “ slap-jack,” 
the soldiers (these are a griddle-cake cooked generally in 
pork-fat, and are as indigestible as gravel-stones), coffee 
weak, and in small quantity, that the gastric juices may not 
be diluted, milk and farina if possible to be obtained ; a dry 
place to keep your patient, with sufficient clothing to pro- 
tect the surface from sudden changeg; an occasional tepid 
or cold sponge bath, containing sufficient salt to stimulate 
the skin; and we have as much of hygiene as can be 
brought to bear in the field. Now, how shall we medicate 
our patient? He has chills, he has bronchitis, he has diarrheea, 
he has what he and many of the surgeons call rheumatism, 
he is anzemic, he has engorgement of his spleen, and torpor 
of his liver: in a word, his machinery is not working at all, 
or is working wrong. 

The first indication will be to clear the prime vise of all 
irritating substances ; 
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that is such a favorite with 


the mucous membranes, the sulph. magnes. meets this indi- 
cation, if not the ol. ricini, or ol. olive; we will suppose 
that intermittent fever. is the predominating feature of his 
disease, as he presents himself. We must control this; in 
the West our surgeons are in the habit of giving, without 
any discrimination, sulphate of quinine in doses from ten to 
twenty grains every few hours; this breaks the chill, but 
leaves the patient cinchonized, agd the nervous forces 
stunned; fortunately nature protects herself against these 
rude assaults of the doctor, and carries off by the bowels a 
large portion of the offending drug. In view of the per- 
verted action of all the emunctories, what appears the most 
rational form of treatment ? 

I have invariably succeeded in controlling the chills and 
leading back the glandular and nervous systems to their 
healthy standard, by the administration of much smaller 
doses of quinine. A formula as follows: 

BR. Sulph. quinini Diss. 
Pill. mass. hydrarg. grs. xii. 
Ol. capsici gtt. vj. M. 
Ft. mass, in pil. No, xij. divid. 

One pill every four hours in the absence of fever, or 
they may be given without intermission. 

The stimulating influence of this combination correcfs the 
intermittent, the morbid secretions, and lays the foundation 
for the introduction of the one thing needful into the cir- 
culation, iron. ¢ 

Here we must respectfully differ with the sages, who, in 
our government supply table, furnish us but two prepara- 
tions of iron, neither of which can be used in these cases to 
advantage ; they are the sol. persulphatis and the tinctura 
chloridi ferri; the latter is the only ‘form that we have 
now for internal use, and its irritating properties render it 
entirely unfitted for use in this class of cases. This is the 
rule, no doubt exceptions do obtain. 
I took occasion to mention to the Surgeon-General this 
deficiency in our supply-table, but, tothe best of my know- 
ledge, it has not been as yet remedied. 


OTTERSON ON DISEASES IN CAMP. 


if we have a congested condition of | 
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As a result of the combined enervating influences upon 
the soldier in the field, and the limited means of combating 
the same, all our cases are typhoid in their character; and 
he who carries with him from civil life his antiphlogistics 
in the phlegmasia, and adopts the same line of practice, 
will fail to cure his patient, but will not fail to kill him, 
unless his patient has unusual powers of vitality. 

Thus the great rule of our practice to be followed must 
be tonic and stimulating. Tart. antim. et potass., aconite, 
veratria viride, may all be stricken from the list with great 
advantage to the sick soldier, and to the service. These 
remedies are largely supplied, and, I regret to say, used 
largely and indiscriminately. Ihave seen after amputation 
at the upper third of the thigh, where the powers of life 
were flagging and the pulse small, thready, and 130, the 
surgeon giving large doses of Norwood’s tincture veratria 
viride, and wondering that it had no marked effect in reduc- 
ing the circulation. I have seen in cases of broncho-pneu- 
monia, the sequence of rubeola, the surgeon giving, with the 
greatest diligence, tart. antim. et potass. with the patient's 
surface cold and blue, his pulse past counting, his dejections 
involuntary, and his muscular system so far relaxed that he 
could not keep his rsouth shut; still they had strong hopes 
of subduing the inflammation; but I never followed the 
case that they failed to accomplish their object (at least in® 
part) but it is on the principle of those surgical operations 
that are perfectly successful, but the patient dies. 

Now our respected and honored masters in solemn con- 
clave have decided that ten ounces of sulphate of quinine is 
all that a regiment of one thousand men shall have in three 
months; this change is perhaps well enough, the mistake 
is placing it into the hands of men who have been using 
that quantity in just ten days; they must now be changed, 
and men placed in their stead, who can use the amount 
allowed with at least as good success as in the old supply, 
which is thirty-two ounces. Fowler’s arsenical solution 
cannot be used as a substitute for the quinine on account of 
the increased irritation it produces, as the intermittents are 
always accompanied with diarrhoea. An interesting fact 
throwing light on this subject is, that, in this section of the 
country, (Missouri), our waters are strongly impregnated 
with arsenic held in solution, and giving rise to many cases 
of enteric fever and gastro-enteritis. 

An additional argument in favor of iron. We should 
have added to our supply table more preparations of iron, 
the pulv. ferri, the vallet mass., the precip. carb., the citrate 
of iron; then our intelligent army surgeons would feel as 
though they had the means to meet the diseases with which 
they come in contact. 

The promise of a sufficient supply of anything that might 
be required by stating reasons, has entirely failed to accom- 
plish the laudable object for which it was intended. 

The facts are evident, and every surgeon in charge of a 
regiment or hospital in the west, if away from the large 
cities, will sustain me in my_ assertion. I trust that the 
exponents of our profession, and its heads in the army, 
may come out and place the profession in the army upon 4 
sound and scientific basis; that the name of army surgeon 
may be an honor, and that they may compare favorably 
with our brethren in civil life. Let us have the proper 
relative rank, and let us deserve it by our intelligent, 
rational, and scientific course. Who will raise the standard 
of the army surgeons of America? The true surgical his- 
tory of this man I fear, if written, would make the cheek 
tingle, not only of the intelligent army surgeon, but the 
profession at large in our country. 

One word in regard to the administration of astringents 
in these cases of diarrhoea, and I close. The acetas plumbi, 
the tannic acid, krameria, kino, and opium, almost all act 
badly ; frequently increasing the irritability and tormina, 
but seldom controlling the peristalfic action of the intes- 
tines, lessening or improving the character of the dejec- 
tions. A full dose of pil. mass. hydrarg., followed by a 
ricini is, probably, the best remedy as a rule. The sulpha 
of magnesia where there is much congestion; the rheus and 
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hydrarg. prot.-chloridi, followed by a Dover's powder, or a | (carying the wire with it), about two inches above and in 


dram of tinct. opii comp. at night. Alcoholic stimulants 
are always powerful auxiliaries; these, with the proper 
hygienic management, such as indicated, will comprise 
nearly the whole treatment before the tonics are given; but 
if the region be a limestone one, and the reaction of the 
water strongly alkaline, then the mineral acids may be used 
with advantage. 

If army surgeons are unsuccessful in the treatment of the 
diseases arising from anzmia, it is but fair that our bre- 
thren in civil life should know that we have nothing but 
muriated tincture of iron as a mineral tonic, to supply the 
deficiency of ind in the blood, upon which the disease 
principally depends. 

Hoping that these remarks may be the means of attract- 
ing the attention, and inciting to action those who are 
intrusted with these important matters, and that they may 
supply the necessity so generally conceited, I am induced, 
for the sake of the poor sick soldier, and for the reputation 
of the army surgeons, to be thus earnest. 
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EXPERIENCES IN MILITARY SURGERY. 
By DAVID P. SMITH, Surceon Vors. 


SURGEON IN CHARGE OF FAIRFAX SEMINARY HOSPITAL. 


” _EXSECTION OF SHOULDER. 


Exsection of the hip I pass over, as no case of it in mili- 
tary life has fallen under my notice, and proceed to the 
consideration of exsection of the shoulder. A case of gun- 
shot fracture of the head of the humerus, reported some 
twelve years ago in the London Lancet, made a strong 
impression upon me, and caused me to yield a ready assent 
to Mr. Guthrie, when he said the upper extremity was 
almost never to be amputated for gunshot wound. 

The case briefly was this :—A_ gunshot fracture of the head 
of humerus, so as to render partial exsection necessary. 
Buckshot lying in the axilla, by ulceration, causes profuse 
hemorrhage, which necessitates the ligation of the sub- 
clavian artery. In spite of this complication * recovery 
ensues, and a useful arm is preserved. I exsected the head 
of the humerus, with about three and a half inches of the 
shaft, in two cases, after the battle of Mill-Springs. One 
died, and one got well, and had, as I afterwards learned, a 
useful arm. Both were secondary operations, and the 
humerd’& in each’ was literally smashed. In the fatal case, 
death resulted from the non-performance of the operation 
soon after receipt of injury. The mere introduction of the 
finger into the wounds should have been enough to lead to 
instant operation. I may be pardoned for remarking that 











I once saw so eminent a surgeon as Mr, Syme, of Edin- | 


burgh, excise a sound head of the humerus, and, after some 
confusion at this unexpected apparition, discover that his 
deceitful probe had encountered a carious acromion pro- 
cess. The finger is, after all, the only probe worthy the 
name ; it is always at hand, and rarely deceives. 

I exsected large portions, say from three to four inches, 
of the entire shaft of the humerus in two cases, after Mill 
Springs, and was gratified to learn afterwards of their hav- 
ing good use of the arms—probably only of the fore-arm, 
for false-joint must, I judge, almost necessarily occur, when 
so much of the humerus is removed. 








CASES OF MILITARY SURGERY. 
By H. W. DUCACHET, Surg. Vols, 


IN CHARGE OF SEMINARY HOSPITAL, GEORGETOWN, PD, ©. 
1, Strange Case of Gunshot Wound.—Richard B. Seybert, 
private, Co. C, 90th Regt. Penn. Vols., before going into ac- 
tion at ‘the last Bull Run battle, Aug. 30th, converted his tin 
cup into a pail, by putting to it a bale of wire, one-sixteenth 
of an inch in thickness, and fastened it to his belt, on the 
right side. A minié ball struck the wire, tying itself in it, 
tearing it away from the cup, and then entered the’ body 
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front of the anterior superior spinous process of the ilium, 
passed under the abdominal muscles for about eight inches, 
and lodged, with the short end of the wire protruding from 
the skin, an inch to the left of and below the umbilicus, 
and was removed from its position by the knife. 

The integuments at the point of entrance were very 
much torn, the opening being large enough to admit the 
four fingers. In January last he returned to his regiment. 

2. Case of two Femoral Arteries in. one Leg.—Henry 
Klumpater, private of Co. I, 8th New York Vols., received 
a shell wound, Aug. 30, 1862. The patella and outer con- 
dyle of the femur, with a considerable portion of the tibia, 
were carried away. He was admitted Sept. 9th into Fair- 
fax Seminary Hospital. Amputation was performed Sept. 
17th, under chloroform. 

On account of the enormous size of the leg from swell- 
ing, and the difficulty which always exists in controlling 
hemorrhage with the tourniquet where such is the case, it 
was thought best to secure the femoral with a ligature 
before amputating; this was accordingly done by Dr. D. P. 
Smith, the surgeon in charge. On making the section 
of the upper flap, an artery of the size of a large quill was 
found to bleed. : 

The patient died on the 21st, and dissection showed the 
existence of two femoral arteries. The one that had been 
tied was in its natural position, with the profunda given 
off at its usual place; the other was of nearly the same 
size, and given off below Poupart’s ligament. The two 
were distant from each other at the point of ligation, about 
two inches. 


Reports of ospitals. 


BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
AMPUTATION AT THE SHOULDER-JOINT—SECONDARY PLEURISY— 
DEATH, 

[Reported by W. F. Prox, Senior Assistant to Ist Surg. Div.] 
Patrick MuLLay, et. 30; native of Ireland; single ; discharg- 
ed soldier ; was wounded at an engagement on Aquia Creek, 
Jan. 29, 1862, through the upper third of the left arm, the 
ball passing anterior to the bone under the superficial fascia 


of the breast, coming out near the left nipple. He was 
admitted into Bellevue Hospital, Aug. 16, 1862. At the 


time of his admission the wound was not of a serious 
nature, through there was some periostitis of the brachium, 
and very little necrosis. 

About the middle of September a load of sick and wounded 
soldiers was received from Fortress Monroe, many of whom 
had gangrene ; the wound in a few days changed its appear- 
ance very much ; ulceration set in, accompanied by hospital 
gangrene, both of which progressively increased up to Oct. 
20th, when secondary hemorrhage from the brachial artery 
occurred; the bleeding vessel was secured, but not until 
some twenty ounces of blood were lost. Dr. Parker was 
called, but ordered the parts to remain untouched until the 
next day. 

The following day a consultation was held between Dr. 
Stephen Smith and Dr. Parker. Owing to the extent of the 
gangrene and necrosis, they determined to remove the arm 
at the shoulder-joint. 

At 1.30 p.w. Dr. Parker, assisted by Dr. Stephen Smith, 
proceeded to perform the operation. The patient was 
etherized, and the usual flap operation performed, hzemor- 
rhage being avoided by compressing the subclavian artery ; 
very little blood was lost, but at the termination of the ope- 
ration the radial pulse was barely perceptible ; stimulants 
were freely given, and the patient rallied in about half an 
hour. 

Oct. 22d.—Pulse small and feeble ; no pain; wound look- 











ing well; patient much exhausted. Treatment.—Brandy 3 ss. 
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every half hour with beef-tea, 23d.—Pulse 100 and stronger; 
tongue clean and moist; eats very little. The process of sup- 
puration is being established ; treatment the same with the 
addition of }. ffman’s anodyn. gtt. 
Sax... O. comp. 3 ij.; acid. sulph, aré 3ij.; M.; 8. 
teaspoonful every three hou .—Symptoms and 
treatment same &s Oct. 23d. 26th ulse 120 and soft; 
ions 23; 

friction sound, percussion | 

constipated ; frequent voml 


Quiniz sulph. 


cmch, 


respirat >: auscultation gives 
normal; no appetite ; bowels 
ng; wound suppurating freely, 
but not looking very well. 27th.—Pulse 130; respiration 
30; surface clothed in a cold clammy perspiration; pain in 
chest continues, through le inating ; j sound 
absent; percussion gives dulness over the lower third of 
right side. Pulse 120; respirations 25; skin moist; 
tongue moist and furred: bowels move daily. 
is increasing, wound freely suppurating. 
ing the twenty-four hours Novy. 
feeble : u. bowels loose, 
murmur is absent over the lowe: 
flatness marked; absence 
cough, 2th.—Pulse 104 
tongue furred ; appetite not very 


s lan friction 
S0th.- 
h The dulness 
Brandy %x dur- 
Ist.—Pulse 120 and 

The normal vesk ular 
two-thirds of the right 
of vocal fremitus; some 
feeble; bowels normal; 
good ; thoracic symptoms 
» water bed on account of 
4th.—Pulse 128; res- 
d with a cold clammy perspira- 
est increasing, no pain; lies quiet in bed, 
well. Brandy freely given. BR. Quiniw sulph., 
; pulv. opil, grs. iijj.; M. Div. in chart no. w.; 8. 
every hour. 5th.—Respiration, 50 to the minute, 
pulse hardly perceptible at the wrist; surface cold, and 
clothed with a profuse perspiration ; tongue dry ; unable 
to retain anything on his stomach. Died at 1 p.m.— Autopsy 
twenty-four hours after death. The left side of chest 
filled with fluid compressing the lung into a small mass. 
Lungs, heart, and kidneys healthy. 
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Urogress of Aedical Scrence. 


PREPARED BY E. H, JANES, M.D. 


NINE GASES OF PLACENTA PRAVIA 


Ane reported to the British Medical Association by George 
Rigden, Esq., Canterbury. Statistics show these cases to 
be rare, and but few fall to the lot of any one practitioner. 
In 75,596 cases of midwifery recorded by nineteen ob- 
servers, 182, or about one in 420, were 


cases of placenta 
previa. 


NAkGELE ascertained by means of the stethoscope, 
that of 600 cases of impregnation, the placenta was attached 
to the os uteri in 11, or about one in 55 cases. This will 
probably account for the many miscarriages that occur 
about the fifth or sixth month, and which are probably due to 
this position of the placenta, According to Churchill, in 
182 cases of placenta previa, the result to the mother was 
fatal in 51, or about one in three: and it is very rarely that 
the child can be saved. Of these nine cases, the first, a 
woman aged about 40, and the mother of several children, 
nad been tlooding at intervals for more than a month past, 
The placenta was found attached completely over the os 
uteri, and so thin that the head was distinctly felt in the 
natural position through its substance; it was therefore 
punctured with the finger, and the head immediately des- 
cended through the aperture, and the case quickly termi- 
nated by the natural efforts. The clild was still-born, the 
mother made a good recovery. The second was a primi- 
para, aged rather more than 20, and about eight months 
advanced. Flooding had occurred at intervals for seve- 
ral weeks past. Placenta completely over the os, Was 
delivered by turning. The child was still-born. The 
mother died of sub-acute peritonitis, The third, a multi- 
para aged about 40, had been subject to flooding-for seve- 
ral weeks. The placenta did not quite cover the os. Deli- 
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vered by turning, the child still-born, the mother recovered 
with some paralysis of one leg that lasted for several months. 
The fourth a multipara aged 30, had flooded for a few days. 
Placenta implanted over the os, and partially protrud- 
ing. It was at once removed, when the child was found 
to present by the shoulder, and was at once delivered by 
turning. The child was still-born, but the mother made a 
good recovery. The fifth, a primipara aged 20; the pla- 
centa partially protruded, it was seized, and delivery at once 
effected. The child was living, but being premature and 
weakly, it soon died; the mother made a good recovery. 
The sixth, a multipara aged about 40, and about the seventh 
month of utero-gestation; had suffered fggm intermittent 
floodings. - Upon the occurrence of labor, the placenta was 
entirely over the os. It was partially separated from the 
side, and the child, delivered by turning, was stil!-born, and 
the mother made a good recovery. The seventh, a multi- 
para aged 30, had arrived at full term of pregnancy. 
Flooding had occurred at intervals for some weeks. Pla- 
centa entirely overt the os. It was detached and removed, 
and the flooding ceased or lessened; but the pains not 
being sufficient to expel the child, it was removed by turn- 
ing. It was still-born, the mother recovered. The eighth, 
a multipara aged about 40, was in the seventh month of 
pregnancy. ‘The placenta presented, the child was delivered 
by turning, lived several weeks, and the mother did well. 
The ninth, a multipara aged 35. Placenta entirely over the 
os, child, delivered by turning, was still-born, the mother 
made a good recovery. The author's concluding opinion is 
that, “in those cases in which the placenta is partially 
protruded through the os uteri, and consequently offering 
but little difficulty in its separation, we are justified in 
removing it before the child; but since in all cases it is of, 
the greatest importance to effect the delivery as soon as 
the os will permit, and before the power of the mother 
becomes exhausted, the delivery of the child is of greater 
importance than the delivery of the placenta, and, there- 
fore, should in the greater number of cases be effected.” 


Reports of Societies. 


NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Statep Meetine, Nov. 26, 1862. . 
DR. T. C. FINNELL, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR, 


MISCELLANEOUS SPECIMENS. 


Dr. Conant presented a small double-headed snake which 
had been found in one of the fields of Maine, and presented 
to the medical school of that State. He remarked that the 
same institution had in its Museum the skeleton of a double- 
headed sheep which had evidently arrived at the adult age. 
In that instance, the three upper cervical vertebrae were 
double, while the fourth vertebra had two openings ante- 
riorly communicating with the common canal. 

He also presented a mammary tumor removed from a 
woman 60 years of age. It had first made its appearance 
two years before, but during the last four weeks had in- 
creased about two-thirds of its former size. It was fibro- 
plastic in character, and was simply developed in the areolar 
tissue at the outer edge of the left breast. There were no 
adhesions. The wound healed readily, but in the course of 
three weeksa little tumor showed itself, and rapidly increas- 
ed to the size of a hen’s egg, involving the skin overlying 
it. Dr. C. proposes to remove the tumor a second time. 

The third specimen was also a mammary tumor removed 
from a lady of Brooklyn, three weeks before. It had been 
two years in growing to the size of a hickory-nut, but 
during the three weeks preceding the operation had increas- 
ed in size very rapidly. On microscopic examination, it 
was found composed of round cells, but no nucleoli. There 
was also a considerable development of fibrous tissue 
throughout the growth. The wound healed readily. 
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DILATATION OF VULVO-PAGINAL DUCT. 


A fourth specimen exhibited by Dr. Conant consisted of 
a small portion of the walls of a sac formed by the dilatation 
of the vulyo-vaginal duct, the orifice of which had previously 
become closed. The tumor had existed for twelve years, 
and at four different periods had become the seat of inflam- 
mation and ulceration, discharging a sero-purulent fluid, 
Gradually increasing in size, it became to her a great source 
of inconvenience, and it was accordingly removed. In its 
removal, it was found adherent to the mucous membrane 
at the margin of the labium, in consequence of which a 
small opening was made into the sac, rendering the comple- 
tion of the operation more difficult than it otherwise would 
have been, The wound healed readily. 


SPECIMENS OF ENEE-JOINTS REMOVED BY EXSECTION AND BY 
AMPUTATION, 


Dr. Baver presented twelve specimens. The first con- 
sisted of portions of a knee-joint previgusly exhibited to 
the Society at the meeting on the 6th of January last. 
They were a second time presented to the Society in com- 
pany with the patient from whom they were removed. 
{he operation was performed on the 24th of October last 
_ year. The limb was shown to be somewhat shorter than 
its fellow, but the union of the sawn portion of bone was 
perfect, and allowed the patient to get about very comfort- 
ably, save with a slight halt. 

The second amputation was also that of a knee-joint 
removed+by amputation from a grocer who was carried 
along with a runaway horse. The synovial capsule had 
been fractured in several places, and being seen shortly 
after the accident by a homeopathic physician, the wounds 
were*brought together leaving several pebbles in the cavi- 
ty of the joint. Three weeks subsequently Dr. Bauer first 
saw the case. The limb was then very much swollen, and 
was the seat of very severe inflammation. The wound 
was opened and all the foreign matter removed. But the 
amount of destruction to the joint was so great that ampu- 
tation was the only resource. The operation was per- 
formed on the eighteenth day after the injury. The point 
of interest consisted in the remarkably short time in whtch 
an almost entire destruction of the articular cartilage was 
produced. In some places the bone was actually bared. 

The third specimen consisted also of a knee-joint, re- 
moved by amputation. The patient had suffered from 
white swelling for eight years, and at the time Dr. Bauer 
saw the case there were several openings in the neighbor- 
hood of the joint. The probe struck dead bone in every 
direction. Exsection was then proposed, but the patient 
refused the operation, Subsequently; however, consent 
for the operation was obtained, but on cutting down upon 
the parts the condyles of the femur and head of the tibia 
were the seat of extensive softening of the bone tissue, so 
that it would have been necessary, in order to get rid of ail 
the diseased tissue, to remove at least three inches of bone 
substance. This, however, was considered impracticable, 
and amputation of the ‘thigh was accordingly perform- 
ed. No tubercular matter was discovered in any of the 
softened tissues. 


{_ | 


Mr. Guynixc, Inspector-General of Army Hospitals 
died on Sunday morning, at his house in the Rue du 
Colisée, Paris, in the ninetieth year of his age. He was 
probably the only surviving pupil of John Hunter. He 
was in St. George's Hospital at the time of Hunter’s death, 
and walked at the side of the sedan chair in which Hanter 
was conveyed to Leicester Square. In 1793, he was 
elected a Member of the College of Surgeons; and in 1800 
was elected surgéon to St. George’s Hospital, which office 
he resigned in 1823. He was attached to the medical staff 
of the Duke of York’s army so far back as 1792, and re- 
sumed active service on the outbreak of the Peninsular war? 
He was also present at the bgttle of Waterloo, where he 
amputated Lord Raglan’s arm.— Brit. Med. Jour. 
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« SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 1863. 


MEDICAL PROVISION FOR THE ARMY. 


As the military campaign of 1863 is about opening, it be- 
comes a matter of serious inquiry ith the people—Will 
the preparations for the sick and wounded be adequate to 
the service required? The qualifications of the surgeons 
of the army to perform properly their duties both in the 
prevention and cure of sickness, and in the emérgencies of 
the battle-field, haye been the subject of a vast amount of 
discussion. The people have been exceedingly sensitive in 
all matters touching the care of the sick and wounded, and 
have, as a consequence, readily given credence to any and 
every report of negligence or incompetency of medical offi- 
cers, There is no doubt that in the first draught upon the 
profession for a supply of regimental surgeons many in- 
competent medical men found their way to the ranks of 
the army. The hygienic condition of the early camps and 
the treatment of the wounded after the first sanguinary 
battles abundantly and painfully proved this fact. 

The effort that was put forth by the people to meet the 
pressing wants of the sick anfl wounded will form’ one of 
the sublimest chapters if the history of the great struggle. 
Individuals, voluntary associations, and State Governments 
vied with each other in lavishing upon the hospitals the 
choicest supplies, and in furnishing assistants, nurses, etc. 
The medical profession in civil life volunteered its aid in 
every emergency, and on many a battle-field and in most 
of the hospitals its services were cheerfully and gratuitously 
rendered, It is impossible to estimate the good which was 
accomplished in the relief of human suffering by these 
charitable works. They supplemented tye more systematic 
labors of the Sanitary Commission, and supplied a want 
for which no available means“vere then adequate. 

But in the progress of the war we have made great ad- 
vances in the military medical art. The medical depart- 
ment of the army has undergone thorough revision, and 
has been placed on a most effective basis, At the head of 
the department has been appointed one of the most capa- 
ble officers in the serviee, who combines in a single person 
high scientific attainments, a practical knowledge of the 
duties of every medical officer, a conscientious regard for 
duty, a’ patriotic zeal in its performance, and that mental 
and physical activity peculiar to middle life, and indispen- 
able in a chief military officer. The medical staff has also 
been enlarged by the addition of a corps of inspectors, and 
by an increase of the number of surgeons and assistant- 
surgeons, and medical cadets. This expansion of the me- 
dical department in most respects equals the wants of the 
service, whether in the field or in hospitals. The ap- 
pliances for the proper care and treatment of” the sick and 
wounded have multiplied indefinitely, and seem adequate 
to meet promptly every emergency. Another important 
feature in the improvement of the medical staff, increasing 
its efficiency, is the introduction of the ambulance corps in 
many divisions of the army. We hope to see this system 


thoroughly organized and perfected. Finally, the charac- 





ter of the medical staff has been greatly elevated by the 
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Medical Boards instituted by the Surceon-Generat for the 


examination of regimental surgeons alleged to be incom- 
petent. A large number of inefficient persons have thus 
been culled out and discharged, 

The country has every reason to be satisfied’ with the 
present efficiency of the medical department of the army. 
In all its appointments it will be found adequate to the 
service required, however great the pressure may become. 
Sickness, privation, suffering, and death, must exist in spite 
of the best regulations where large armies traverse exten- 
sive districts, and are exposed to the destructive influences 
of climate, and frequent and unexpected battles. But so 
far as human power can control these agencies the Sur- 
Greon-GeneraL and his staff are fully prepared to meet 
and cope them. In many divisions of the army the medi- 
cal organization has reached great perfection. We may 
remark, not invidiously, that the medical corps of the-army 


of the Potomac has been organized by Medical Director 


LetterRMAN on a plan that renders it entirely adequate to 
all the exigencies of the battle-field. 

But in this review of the preparations for the care of the 
sick and wounded on the part of the Medical Department 
during the approaching campaign, we must not lose sight 
of that powerful arm, which, in harmony with the will of 
the Surceon-Generat, dispenses the charities of the people 
with nice perception of their wants to the sick and suffer- 
ing. The Saxrrary Commisst6w, the handmaid of the Me- 
dical Department, a noble charity, has so enlarged its 
means of usefulness as to bring the benefactions of the 
people to the humblest and most obscure soldier in the ser- 
vice. No voluntary, State, or other organization can so 
effectually accomplish the distribution of supplies to the 
sick. 


diate knowledge of the wants of every corps of the army 


It has enlarged facilities for transportation, an imme- 
: I ’ 


and every hospital, and acts under the direction and super- 
vision of the Surceon-GENERAL. 

We led to review the provisions made 
for the opening campaign for a two-fold reason. First, 
we desire to discourage all movements on the part of 
state authorities, designed to render medical aid to the sol- 
diers from their respective States, not entirely subordinate 
to the medical department of the army. 


have been 


Whatever may 
have been the necessity of extraneous medical assistance 
during the past year, we are satisfied that no such necessity 
will hereafter exist. The medical department in its new 
organization, enlarged and perfected, will prove abundantly 
adequate to whatever emergency may occur. Evil, and 
only evil, can result from independent State action, The 
inevitable clash of authority would tend to engender bitter- 
ness, violence, and perversion of the appointed means. 


Se ‘ : : 
A bill will be found on another page which has been 


introduced into the Legislature of the State of New York, 
designed to create a medical agency for the care of soldiers 
in this State, resembling, we presume, in most of its features, 
similar measures presented in other State legislatures. A 
more objectionable act cannot well be conceived. It ig- 
nores the United States authorities, and is, in fact, an 
attempt to establish Staté sovereignty in the management 
of the medical department of the United States Army. 
This and all similar measures should be discountenanced 
by the medical profession of the States. If State authori- 
ties desire to give especial aid to the soldiers of their 
respective States, let that assistance be made entirely subor- 
dinate to the direction,of the Surgeon-General of the 
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United States, 
ively-applied., 

In the second place, we wish to call the attention of 
voluntary associations to the Sanitary Commission as the 
great medium through which their supplies should reach 
thearmy. This organization is so identified with the me- 
dical department of the army that it may be considered a 
co-ordinate branch, It has its agencies in every division 
of the army, its depots of supplies, and its special means of 
transportation, so that every article confided to its care 
reaches its destination with promptness and certainty. The 
Commission is not only willing but anxious to receive and 
distribute the charitable offerings of the people to the sol- 
diers. 

In conclusion, we commend to the attention of the pro- 
fession the communication from the executive committee 
of the Sanitary Commission on another page, in which the 
whole subject of the present medical provision for the army 


is ably and satisfactorily considered. P 


ipnntennens 
THE WEEK. 

Tue American Medical Monthly has been delayed in its- 
issue to the present time. This number concludes the 
eighteenth volume ; and we regret to notice that the work 
is to be suspended. This is owing to the long continued 
absence of the editor and proprietor, Dr. J. H. Dovexass, 
who has'been an active member of the Sanitary Comynis- 
sion nearly from its organization, first as an Inspector and 
more recently as an Associate Secretary. The Monthly 
was originally conducted by the Faculty of the New York 
Medical College, but since 1857 it has been under the able 
editorial management of Dr. Dovetass. In the absence of 
Dr. D., Dr. Exspere at first conducted it, but subsequently 
Dre Bensamin Lez became its editor. During the nine 
years of its publication the Monthly has maintained a high 
position argong the medical journals of this country. Its 
pages were always enriched by scientific articles, and the 
character of its reviews and editorials was such as to ele- 
vate the tone of medical journalism. We trust that its 
publication will soon be resumed, 


We are glad to learn that the materials for the Medical and 
Surgical History of the Rebellion, now being collected by 
Drs. Woopwarp and Brintoy, under the supervision of the 
Surceon-GeNeRaL, are very abundant and valuable. The 
illustrations of the work, some of which are already com- 
pleted as colored lithographs, are in the highest style of 
American art. - The preparation of these volumes will 
involve a vast amount of labor; but in no way can labor 
be more usefully expended. We cannot overestimate the 
value of this great enterprise to military, medical, and 
sutgical science. 


Ir is to be regretted that we do not have more medical 
prizes for meritorious Essays. Many of the best mono- 
graphs have been prepared under the stimulus of prizes, 
especially among the French. In this-country few prizes 
are offered. The Boylston and Fisk Fund prizes have pro- 
duced more valuable Essays than all others together. The 
prizes of the American Medical Association have stimulated 
essayists. But still there is need of more medical prizes, 
and we welcome every effort of this kind. The prize 
offered by the New York State Medical Society, growing 
out of the bequest of the late Dr. Merrr H, Casu,is a step in 
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the right direction, we subject selected by the committee 
is very important, and will doubtless call out several writ- 
ers. 





Correspondence. 


Mepicau Socrery or THe State or New Yorx. 
Ausany, N. Y., March 11, 1863. 


MERIT H. CASH PRIZE ESSAY. 
[To the Editor of the American Mepican Tues. ] 


Str—Those who attended the recent annual meeting of 
the Medical Society of the State of New York, will recol- 
lect the announcement of a legacy of five thousand dollars 
to the Society by the late Dr. Merrr H. Casu, of Orange 
county. A committee was appointed, which reported in 
favor of devoting the interest of this money to a prize 
essay fund. It was the design of the committee to secure 
an equal amount from the treasury of the Society, thus 
making the amount offered for the prize essay about 
seventy dollars. This failed only through inadvertence on 
the part of the committee to present a resolution appro- 
priating the money. It is safe to intimate that this will 
receive the early attention at the next meeting, when the 
successful essay ved decided upon. 

The subject propos@d for the essay is, “ How complete is 
the protection of vaccination, and what are the dangers of 
communicating other diseases with the vaccinia ?” 

The competition will be confined to physicians residents 
of the State of New York. The essays may be sent in the 
usual way, with the name of the author in a sealed enve- 
lope, to Dr. Thomas W. Biatcnrorp, of Troy, Dr. Enwarp 
H. Parker, Poughkeepsie, or Dr. Jonn Orvronaux, 823 
Broadway, New York, on or before the fifteenth of Decem- 
ber, 1863. The decision of the committee will be an- 
nounced at the meeting of the Society in February, 1864 ; 
and the successful essay will be published in the Society's 
transactions. The prize will be awarded in money, or in 
such a form as may be more acceptable to the successful 
author. 

The questions proposed are exceedingly fair, and give 
no advantage to any who devote themselves to specialities 
in the profession. It is to be hoped that there will be a 
commendable competition for this prize. It was a happy 
thought of Dr. Cash thus to build for himself a monument 
that should have for its object a stimulus to the advance- 
ment of medical science, while it at the same time perpe- 
tuates his name, his memory, and his devotion to his pro- 
fession. It seems a timely suggestion to the members of 
the profession whose locks are whitening with years, that 
such an example is worthy of imitation, and we earnestly 
commend it for their consideration, 

Yours ete., 


8. D. Witiarp, M.D., Secretary. 
ee 


STATISTICS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE. 
[To the Editor of the American Mrpica. Times.] 


Sir :—Being fully convinced of the great a of 
correct statistics to the real progress of medical and surgi- 
cal science, I have been induced to submit to your notice 
the following 794 cases of labor occurring iri my own prac- 
tice, of which I have kept careful observations. Sex :--- 
430 males; 364 females. Six cases of puerperal convul- 
sions—all primipare—death of one patient soon after deli- 
very. Two cases of placeata praevia, both did well, version 
in one case, the other terminated by ergot. One child lost 
in the case of turning, doubtless from the excessive haemor- 
rhage. I was called to the aid of the midwife in the last 


extremity. Three cases of arm presentation, version in all. 


cases, the children lost, women saved, but one died the 
day after from vomiting and exhaustion brought on by the 
use of chloroform. One case of side presenting, then the 





arm coming down, delivered by turning. Seven cases of 
twins, four of breech presentation, one child lost, Three 
of face, two in the same patient, with malformation of the 
ay and lame, at separate labors, all the children lived. 

our of the funis, one child saved, the cord being pro- 
tected by placing it in the angle formed by the junction of 
the sacrum and ilium. Two of the feet. Three of the head 
and hand, no particular difficulty with the placenta, except 
in one instance, in which the cord was discolored and easi- 
ly broken. After introducing the hand found hour-glass 
retention of the placenta, but with care and patience re- 
moved it entire. One case of hydrocephalus, dead some 
time, head enormously distended with fluid, and the cranial 
bones floating in it, the labor lasted about twenty-four 
hours. -One case of embryotomy, the patient died the day 
after delivery. Nearly all the patients made a good reco- 
very, and the satisfactory results were due to the use of 
common sense and patience, with conscientiously avoiding 
all unnecessary interference. The following were the only 
remarkable deviations from the usual convalescence. One 
case of pelvie cellulitis—following an easy labor—brought 
on by careless exposure, final recovery. One case of sub- 
involution, getting about too soon. One case of puerperal 
fever, recovered after a long illness. One case of phlegma- 
sia dolens, and one of incontinence of urine, entirely dis- 
appearing after a few weeks. These labors have embraced 


“all classes, from the poorest to the wealthy, and all nation- 


alities, from the age of fourteen years to forty-eight. The 
most difficult cases have been amongst the Europeans, and 
the easiest amongst Americans, but the former have com- 
monly rallied the quickest, and borne their labors the best. 
The forceps have been used but four times, but might have 
been twice as often advantageously, had not the great dis- 
tance from my home prevented my procuring them in 
time. In conclusion I cannot speak too highly of the use 
of chloroform in obstetrical operations, and in the treat- 
ment of puerperal convulsions. 
Yours respectfully, 


J. W. Pooxey, Sen., M.D. 
Douss Ferry, Feb. 28, 1868. 


——— << 


BROMINE AS A PROPHYLACTIC 
IN ERYSIPELAS, DIPHTHERITIC AFFECTIONS, ETC. 
Mepicar Director's Orrice. 
LovisviLie, Ky., March 1, 1568. 
[To the Editor of the Amenioan Mepyoat Times, } 


Sir:—I desire to draw the attention of your readers to the use 
of bromine in the prophylaxis and treatment of erysipelas, 
diphtheritic affections, and in hospital gangrene. This 
agent has been used in the various hospitals in this district 
with very important results, in the following particulars :— 

lst. As a prophylactic in wards where cases of erysipelas 
have broken out. 

2d. In the treatment of erysipelas and diphtheria by the 
inhalation of the vapor and by topical applications of both 
the vapor and fluid. 

3d. In hospital gangrene and in all sloughing sores by 
the topical application of the solution of bromine in the 
bromide of potassium. 

I subjoin the directions for the use of the bromine for 
the purposes above indicatgl. These directions are pre- 
pared at the request of Surgeon Perin, Medical Director of 
the Army of the Cumberland, who in conjunction with 
Medical Inspectow Lyman, Surgeon U.S.V., is now intro- 
ducing the use of the bromine into the General Hospi- 
tals at Nashville and Murfreesboro, Tenn. 

Yours ete., 
M. Gotpsmira, Surgeon U.S.V., 
Superintendent of Hospitals at Louisville, Ky. 


Tne Compounp Sotvtion or Bromine is prepared thus: 
Take of bromine, one Troy ounce ; bromide of potassium, 
one hundred and sixty grains; distilled water, enough to 
make four fluid ounces of the entire mixture. . 
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DIRECTIONS FOR USE. 


1. For Fumigation.—Place vessels, containing one ounce 
of the solution, at different points of the ward, and in num- 
ber sufficient to secure in the latter the constant presence 
of the odor of bromine. 

It should be borne in mind that, if the vapor of bromine 
comes in contact with the vapor of water, hydro-bromic 
acid is formed; therefore, when there is much of the vapor 
of water disengaged in the apartment, the quantity of the 
vapor of bromine must be correspondingly increased. 

2. Topical Application of the Vapor.—A piece of dry lint 
is to be placed over the diseased part; over this is to be 


placed another piece of lint, moistened with the solution of 


bromine ; over this, a third piece spread with simple cerate ; 
the whole to be covered with oiled silk and bandage, so 
arranged as to retain the vapor in contact with the diseas- 
ed surface as long as possible. The solution is to be re- 
moved as often as it becomes exhausted by evaporation. 
3. The Nolution, tn Nu hstance, as a direct Application, in 
Hospital Diphtheria, Ganugrene of the Tonque, 
and other diseases of this nature:—The parts are first to 
be dried by the application of charpie; then the sloughs, 
if thiek, should be trimmed out with foreeps and scissors as 
much as possible, for the thinner’ the 


Gangrene, 


slough thé more 
The “parts having again been 
solution is applied by 


effective is the 
dried, the 
pointed 


sloughs. 


remedy. 
means of a mop, or a 
stick of wood, in quantity suflicient to saturate the 

If the sloughs undermine the skin, or dip down 
into intermuscular must be made to 
follow, with the pointed stick, or by means of a glass 
syringe, 

If the application has been effectual, all odor from the 
diseased surlace cea 


hardened. 


spaces, the solution 


ses, and the sloughs become somewhat 
The remedy should be re-applied every second 
hour, as long as any odor of putrefaction is present, or as 
long as the sloughs appear to be diffluent. It is not always 
necessary, especially when the sloughs are diffluent and 
thin, to use the solution in its full strength: it may be 
weakened by the addition of water, as the disease ‘sub- 
sides. ‘ 

The points to be especially attended to, in the use of the 
solution of bromine, are two: 1, The solution should be ap- 
plied in strength and frequency sufficient for the impyegna- 
tion of the whole of the sloughs ; 2. To secure this end, the 
application should be made by the Surgeon himself, and never 
be trusted to a nurse. If the sloughs are thick and cannot 
well be trimmed, the bromine may be introduced into the 
thickness of the slough by means of a hypodermic syringe. 

After the topical application of the solution, the parts, 
when so situated as to render it practicable, should be sub- 
jected to the influence of the vapor. (See par. 1.) 

Surgeons will do well to bear in mind that bromine is a 
new remedy for the purposes indicated above. The direc- 
tions for its use, given here, are those followed in the mili- 
tary hospitals of this city; it may be found advisable to 
modify them as experience with the remedy accumulates, 
It is, therefore, earnestly recommended that the subject be 
studied diligently, that the effects of the remedy be care- 
fully watched, and that the application be varied as new 
facts are developed in its use. 


. ~— —_ - 


A Tax on Buriats.—In Boston the city clerk has to 
give a permit before a body can be buried im a graveyard. 
The question has arisen whether the pewmit has to bear a 
stamp, and Commissioner Boutwell has decided that it 
must. Sothat aman cannot be buried in Boston unless his 
friends pay a ten cent tax. 


A Case or Criminat Necriicence.—A young merchant, in 
one of the larger towns of Ohio, came to an untimely end 
a few weeks ago, by the administration of aconite, which 
had been sold to him by a drug clerk instead of boneset. 
He died within three hours after taking the first dose of 
the infusion.—Druggists’ Circular. 


ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 








21,1 


Army Medical rtelligence. 


STATE AID FOR THE WOUNDED. 
Tne following Act has been introduced into the Senate 
of the State of New York, entitled: 
An Act to provide additional means of relief for the Sick and 


Wounded Soldiers of the State of New York, in the United 
States service, 





‘ 

I. Tue Prorre of the State of New York, represented 
in the Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

II. The Governor of the State is hereby authorized to 
appoint not to exceed two suitable persons as agents of the 
State, whose duty it shall be to provide additional means 
of relief for the sick and wounded soldiers of this State 


-engaged in the United States service while being trans- 


ported to their homes; to ascertain the names and condi- 
tion of all patients belonging to this State in the United 
States Hospitals within such limits as the Governor may 
designate; to keep a register of the same, and to furnish 
information to all who make enquiry concerning them; to 
facilitate the removal of dead bodies of deceased soldiers to 
the friends of such deceased when such action is desired, 
and to act in conjunction with the medical agents hereip- 
after mentioned ir all such cases as they may require, and 
to perform such other duties for the relief of the sick and 
wounded soldiers of this State as the Governor may desig- 
nate and require; to make reports to the Governor of his 
or their transactions and expenditures with vouchers ; the 
compensation of the said agents to be fixed by the Gover- 
nor at a sum not exceeding that of a surgeon in the regular 
army service. 

111. The Governor shall appoint not less than two medi- 
cal agents, on the recommendation of the committee ap- 
pointed by the Medical Society of the State of New York, 
consisting of Drs. John Swinburne and §S. D. Willard, 
whose duty it shall be to consult with the Surgeon-General 
of the State in relation to the medical agents to be re- 
commended to the Governor, and the duties of the said 
medical agents shall be, when not otherwise engaged, to 
visit the various United States Hospitals within such limits 
as the Governor may designate ; to ascertain the necessi- 
ties of the sick and wounded soldiers belonging to this 
State so far as may be consistent with the general regula- 
tions of such hospitals; to follow the army as the Governor 
may require ; to take with them such hospital tents, stretch- 
ers, hospital nourishment and appliances as they may deem 
necessary for the care, comfort, and removal of the sick and 
wounded soldiers immediately after battle ; to employ as 
they shall deem necessary a corps of nurses to act under 
their directions for the purpose of conveying the wounded 
from the battle-field and to aid in their removal to general 
hospitals, and the said medical agents shall so far as is prac- 
ticable obtain permission from the Secretary of War, and 
if necessary from the medical directors of the army, to 
designate such cases of wounded soldiers belonging to this 
State as require their own special attention, and to retain 
the same under their own charge and direction until the 
condition of such wounded soldiers allows them to be re- 
moved to such general hospitals as the said medical agents 
may direct; to make requisition upon the Governor for 
such surgeons of the auxiliary corps of volunteer surgeons 
of the State of New York as they may designate to render 
assistance at such times as any impending battle may re- 
quire, and to act at all times conjointly with the medical 
directors of the several divisions and corps of the army ; to 
make full duplicate reports of their proceedings monthly, 
one to the Surgeon-General of the State and one to the Sur- 
geon-General of the United States; the compensation of 
said nurses not to exceed the sum of one dollar per day, 
and the compensation of the said medical agent or agents 
shall not exceed the compensation of a surgeon in the 
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regular army service, and the surgeons of the auxiliary 
corps to be allowed the necessary incidental expenses of 
travel and board while on duty. 

IV. The sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars is hereby appro- 
priated for the purpose of carrying this act into effect, and 
the same shall be paid out of any funds in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, and the said sum or such portions 
thereof as may be necessary in the opinion of the Governor 
to be paid to him, and to be expended under his direction 
for the purposes aforesaid; the Governor to account to the 
Comptroller for the moneys that shall be expended in pur- 
suance of this Act * 

V. This act shall take effect immediately. 


LETTER FROM THE SANITARY COMMISSION 
ON STATE AND VOLUNTARY AID FOR THE SOLDIERS. 
U. 8. Sanrrary Comission, 
New York Agency, 823 Broapway. 
New York, March 11, 1868, 
To Dr. J. V. P. Quackxensusn, 

Surgeon- General of the State of New York: 
Str—The attention of the United States Sanitary Com- 
mission has just been called to a bill soon to be brought 
forward in the State Legislature, entitled “An Act to 
provide additional means of relief for the sick and wounded 
soldiers. of the State of New York in the United States 
service,” 

Such a bill appeals so forcibly to the natural sympa- 
thies of our people, and to any, except the judgment of 
experts, presepts such an aspect of humane interposition, 
to which no possible objections could occur, that we very 
much fear it may be hurried through the Legislature 
without due consideration. Persuaded that you, sir, must, 
from the nature of your office, already feel the objections 
to any such bill, we have thought it our duty to ask you 
to oppose it, and would endeavor to strengthen your hands 
by stating briefly why it does not recommend itself to 
those who, like ourselves, have had a long and large 
experience of the wants and solaces of sick and wounded 
soldiers, 

1. The National Government is the national soldier's 
best friend, doing for him, at all times and under all cir- 
cumstances, a hundred times over all that any State Go- 
vernment, or any benevolent association of any kind or 
description can do. This is due to the fact, that the Uni- 
ted States Government has a great Medical Department, 
supported this year at an expense (including salaries) of 
at least fifteen millions of dollars, which is co-extensive 
with the army, omnipresent, acting without reference to 
State troops, and therefore impartially, and in harmonious 
and co-efficient relations with all the other army depart- 
ments. To maintain the National Medical Department in 
the highest state of efficiency; to honor its rules and 
regulations; to strengthen its discipline, and the public 
respect and confidence for it; to look to it for the care 
of all our sick and wounded men while ufder the con- 
trol of the federal authorities—this, long experience has 
taught us, is the only thorough, humane, and unexceptiona-. 
ble method of ministering to the health and restoration of 
our suffering troops. 

No movements or schemes to succor our sick and 
wounded men, which are not National, which do not 
apply reform to the central source of relief, by improving 
the Medical Department of the United States Army itself 
—can be otherwise than illusive and superficial. What- 
ever has hitherto been effectually done to benefit the 
cause of: the sick and wounded soldier, has been done, 
by increasing the force, improving the regulations, ele- 
vating the rank, or ee more efficient presiding 
officers of the Bnited States Medical Department. The 
vigilance of States should be directed almost exclusively 
to improving the general legislation of Congress in medi- 
cal matters through their senators and representatives ;— 
for as the New York soldier is, or may be everywhere 
—at New Orleans, Port Royal, Western Virginia, Vicks- 
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burg, as well as near Washington—there is no chance or 
opportunity of taking care of him, except on some univer- 
sal system which pervades the whole country—that is, not 
as a New York soldier at all, but only as a National sol- 
dier, You must, then, invigorate the National Medical 
Department and act through this, to be able to reach effec- 
tively your New York soldier-—who must commonly fall 
sick in places far beyond any State reach. If the State of 
New York wishes to have all New York soldiers who 


| may fall sick, well taken care of, let her instruct ber Séna- 


tors to give their watchful and studious attention to what- 
ever possible improvements the general medical service of 
the army admits of. | Nothing can secure any certain pro- 
tection or care to the scattered and untraceable soldiers of 
this or any other State, except a general system, which 


| coritemplates and provides for the wants and perils of each 
| and all our national troops. 


The slightest improvement at 
the centre is more efficacious than the largest at any given 
yoint of the circumference. Any general legislation at 
Vashington for the improvement of the Medical Depart- 
ment, is a thousand fold more effective than the most cost- 
ly legislation respecting the comfort of their own troops in 
the national service, which individual States may devise or 
consummate. 

2. But, more than this, State legislation is usually—not 
intentionally—either in opposition to or in rivalry with 
National legislation in regard to medical matters. 

Already, the great, beneficent, general system of the 
Government in its Medical Department has been constant- 
ly embarrassed by the well-meant efforts of benevolent 
associations, either representing States or communities, 
who have insisted on pursuing their humane work in their 
own way—confusing the regular system; disparaging 
and discrediting the responsible surgeons and nurses; ex- 
citing general suspicion of, and discontent with, their 
labors, and leaving the deluded public to imagine that 
voluntary associations, the Sanitary Commission, State so- 
cieties, or local committees were the main reliance of the 
sick and wounded soldier, This is grossly unjust and mis- 
chievous, Three-quarters of all our sick are always beyond 
the reach and care of any State protection; and those who 
are not so, owe, and from the nature of the case must 
always dwe, to the National Government itself, to its 3,000 
responsible surgeons, and 15,000 hired nurses, and the re- 
gular National supplies, ten times (we think a hundred 
times) more than to all external or extra-federal sources of 
benevolence whatsoever. 

State legislation and State interposition for the benefit of 
its own soldiers, after they pass into Federal or National 
hands, is purely injurious. It may have a show of benevo- 
lence and humanity, but it cannot have the substance of it. 
Let the States look well to their troops before they pass 
into National control! You know too well, sir, as Sur- 
geon-General of New York, how much might be done, and 
has been done, and remains to be done, in regard to the 
due selection of regimental surgeons, of inspection, of care 
of troops in transitu, and before being mustered in, to doubt 
where State care ought to be applied. And, after the New 
York soldier leaves the Federal wing, our State will have 
quite enough on her ghands fitly to manifest her humane 
interest in his welfare. But any legislation which under- 
takes to look after him, as a New York soldier, while in 
the National army, is equally false in principle and ineffec- 
tual in practice. It emphasises a distinction which, on 
patriotic grounds, ought to be smothered; it holds om a 
hope which eannot be fulfilled; it confuses and embarrasses 
a national system which should be cleared and facilitated ; 
it sets an example of interference which, generally followed 
by other States, would clog, obstruct, and shatter the 
great machinery of the National Medical Department, and 
disturb, to the universal loss and injury of all the sick and 


| wounded, its beneficent and ever improving workings. 


We do not propose to examine the particular features of 
the Bill, now threatening the welfare of the New York 
National Soldier. It is against the principle of it, and all 
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sinflar Bills, that we protest. We do not see, however, 
that there is a single provision of the Bill which is not an 
attempt to do by State agents, what the National Govern- 
ment is either doing or is bound to do, and should and must 
be made to do by its own agents. The National Govern- 
ment is making provision at this very moment, to do for 
the New York Soldier, and every other Soldier, precisely 
what this Bill proposes—but* could not do it if it were 
possed. It is arranging, and has already extensively 


arranged for the transportation, at Government rates, of 


Soldiers to the points nearest to their homes, which it is 
possible to reach in public conveyances. It is preparing 
special through cars—the first arrived yesterday in Jersey 


City, with forty-two sick—for the easy and safe carriage of 


the sick and wounded between Washington and New York 
—an advantage certain to accrue in a more than even pro- 
portion to the New York troops. Registers of all the sick 
and wounded already exist in the offices of the Medical 
Directors, or the U.S. Sanitary Commission. Special In- 
spection of all Hospitals is already systematically carried on 
by the Department itself, and by the U.S. Sanitary Com- 
mission—such as State agents could not properly be allowed 
to pursue, for with agents from each State ransacking each 
and every Hospital at their will, only hopeless confusion 
and injury to the soldier could ensue. 


The Medical Department of the U.S.A., at the outset of 


the war, asked for and received the aid of a Commission, 
appointed by Government, to organize and represent the 
voluntary benevolence and supervisory care of the homes 
and hearts of the whole country; to act with the Medical 
Department as a supplementary body, adopting its rules and 
regulations, sustaining its discipline, eking out its inevitable 
defects, and pouring through its normal channels and ma- 
chinery such extra supplies as the anxious affection and 
good will of the public insisted upon contributing, as an 
expression of sympathy and love for the sick soldier. Thus 
originated the U.S. Sanitary Commission. The peculiarity 
of it is, that it is just as national as the Medical Depart- 
ment itself; as universal and impartial; that it proceeds by 
the same rules and principles; is a helper and friend, not a 
critic and rival. Its aim has been, and is thoroughly known 
and acknowledged by the Medical Bureau to be, purely sup- 
plementary, and in a spirit of entire subordination. Thus, 
it upholds its military discipline, supports all its rules and 
usages, sympathizes with and encourages the responsible 
authorities, aids the Medical Department in obtaining new 
facilities from Government, and in effecting beneficent uni- 
versal reforms in its own general system, Thus sustained, 
the Medical Department has made prodigious strides in 
efficiency ; it is now as well administered as any depart- 
ment of the army; it is steadily improving; it has the con- 
fidence of the civil medical profession; it is presided over 
by a man of consummate science, administrative ability, and 
high personal integrity—a humane and progressive man— 
Gen. Hammond, Surgeon-General of the U.S.A. This 
semi-official Board, the U.S. Sanitary Commission, is the 
sole channel through which any extra-government aid can 
be given to the sick and wounded soldier, without violating 
the order, the discipline, the efficiency of the Medical De- 
partment itself. It has already earned such a confidence 
from the Government, the Surgeons®and the Generals in 
the field, that, next to the Medical Department, it is their 
main reliance; and it is not too much to say, that it has 
twenty times the opportunities, facilities, and means of all 
oth@r outside organizations combined, to aid the National 
soldier, whether in New Orleans, Murfreesboro, Newbern, 
or near Washington. Its medical Inspectors, select and 
educated experts, accompany every column of the army ; 
its supplementary supplies go with every expedition ; its 
relief agents are wherever the sick soldier falls or lies 
—on the battle-field, in the hospital, with the transport ; 
its homes and lodges, under the charge of the auxiliaries, 
are at Cincinnati, Louisville, Cairo, Nashville, Washington, 
and elsewhere. Thousands of soldiers sick, wounded, 
convalescent, discharged, weekly receive its shelter and its 
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food, its safe-conduct, its transportation facilities, its aid 
in securing their pay and pensions. Its special Hospital 
Inspection Corps, in which nearly a hundred of the 
most distinguished medical men in the country, from Wis- 
consin to Alabama, are enrolled, are on ceaseless rounds of 
rigid inspection of all hospitals, reporting to their chief, Dr. 
Clarke, at Washington, who reports directly to the Surgeon- 
General himself, all existing defects, whether in the per- 
sonnel, or the general condition of hospitals, east and west. 
It has ga great consolidated registration system, by means 
of which, on inquiry made, the whereabouts and condition 
of any sick or wounded soldier known to any department 
of the government itself, can be discovered by his anxious 
kindred and friends, It collects money on the largest scale 
ever known to volunteer benevolence, and gathers supplies - 
on an equal scale of vastness—solely owing to the self- 
recommending nature of its methods and principles. Seven 
hundred thousand dollars have flowed into its treasury— 
not including the money in the treasuries of its auxiliaries 
—aud supplies (including those received by its auxiliaries) 
to the value of three or four millions must have passed 
through its hands, Every dollar and every article is 
pledged to the watch, and care, and relief of the national 
soldier, and is impartially utilized for his benefit. Now, 
what State-plan, what local effort, can compete with so 
vast a National method and instrument as this?, Why 
should State pride and local feeling be permitted to dimi- 
uish its usefulness, by diverting any portion of the public 
sympathy or confidence from it; by encouraging other and 
obviously imperfect, partial, and competitive plans—not 
analogous with the government system, or the Medical 
Department, and not acceptable to them? Is there not 
danger of impairing the usefulness of this tried system—of 
weakening the public confidence in it, and thus seriously 
injuring the National soldier in his sick-bed, or on his 
bloody battle-field? Nothing but a profound practical 
conviction, derived from thorough acquaintance with the 
subject, after two years’ intense devotion to it—that every 
State movement, whether legislative or through popular 
organizations, which strives to discriminate among and 
separate out for special aid and attention, the soldiers of 
individual States, is a serious blow at the Government, the 
National Cause, the Medical Department, the responsible 
surgeons and nurses charged with the care of the sick, the 
National soldier himself, and finally, the very soldiers of the 
very State it is designed to bless—nothing but this solemn 
and well considered conviction, cquld embolden us to say 
so confidently and plainly what we have said in this letter, 
and what we earnestly commend to your intelligent and 
grave reflections, and through you to our State legislators. 
If it be suggested that we are speaking in the interest of 
the U. 8. Sanigary Commission, let there be no doubt upon 
that point. We are so, But that Commission has no 
interest, except that of the Government, the Cause, and the 
National soldier—each and every one, It knows that 
whatever weakens its hands, weakens the Medical Depart- 
ment, the Government and the Cause, and injures the 
National soldier, whether sick or well. It claims the right 
to assert its disinterestedness in these statements, and flings 
itself boldly upon the character of its conductors, its allies, 
friends and supporters, for whatever weight these argu- 
ments may want beyond their own self-evident truth. 
Very respectfully yours, 

Henry W. Betrows, Chairman, W. H. Van Buren, M.D., 
Wotcorrt Gisns, M.D., C. R. Acyew, M.D., Georce T. 
Srrone, F, L. Otmsten, 

Executive Committee U. S. Sanitary Commission. 


————»>-—__—— 


Tne Canada Lancet is the title of a medical journal just 
issued at Montreal, edited by Wrt1am Epwarp Bowmay, 
M.D. It is to be published monthly, eight pages, double 
column, at one dollar. 


It is stated that Pror. Bowtrye is delivering lectures to 
a medica class at the University of Nashville. 
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED :—Transactions of 
the-Ohio State Medical Society, 1862; Catalogue of the Officers and Stu- 
dents of the University of Michigan for 1863; Senator Witson’s Report 
on Morton's Petition for Compensation. : 

To Corrgsrenpents—Communications have been received from Dr. 
Swinpurng, Albany, N. Y.; Dr. 8. 8. Rapciirre, A. A. Surg. U.S.A.; Dr. 
Joun Moorr, U.S.A.; De. 8. D. Wittarp, Albany, N. Y.; Dr. Jno. B. 
Cnarty, N. Y.; Dr. W. C. Orrenson, Surg. Vols.; Dn. J.J. Woopwaxp, 
A. 8. Vols.; Da. Dewrrr C. Perers, A. 8. Vols. 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 9th day of March to the 16th day of March, 1868. _ 


Deaths.—Men, 84; women, 98; boys, 118; girls, 142; total, 442. Adults, 
182; children, 260: males, 202; females, 240; colored, 6. Infants under 
two years of age, 171. Children born of native parents, 87; foreign, 187. 

Among the causes of death we notice :—Apoplexy, 5; infantile convul- 
sions, 28: croup, 22; diphtheria, 24; scarlet fever, 17; typhus and typhoid 
fevers, 16; consumption, 67 ; small-pox, 3; measles, 11; dropsy of head, 24; 
infantile marasmus, 92; cholera infantum, 1; inflammation of brain, 15; 
of bowels, 13; of lungs, 39; bronchitis, 7; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 
0; erysipelas, 4; diarrhea and dysentery, 4 deaths occurred from 
acute diseases, and 36 from violent causes. 318 were native, and 124 
foreign; of whom 82 came from Ireland; 46 died in the City Charities ; 
of whom 12 were in Bellevue Hospital. 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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Remarks.—Sth, Snow a.m., cloudy p.m. 9th, a.m. variable sky, with 
fresh wind; clear p.m, 10th, Clondy all day; snow after 83g p.m. 11th, 
Snow till 10 am, clear p.m. 12th, 13th. and 14th, Clear and cold, with 
fresh wind. Rain and melted snow for the week, an inch and half. 

ee ees 
SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Section oF Surcery anp Swroeican Patnorocy.—A 
Stated. Meeting of this Section will be held at the residence 
of the Chatrman, Dr. James R. Woon, No. 2 Irving Place, 
on Friday, March 27, 1863, at 8 o'clock P.M. Subject of 
Discussion :—Hare-lip and tts Complications (continued). 
Dr. Arnon, of Yonkers, will open a discussion, “On the 
Management of Reaction after the Shock of severe Surgical 
Injuries.” 





desirable Practice for Sale. The 


undersigned, being about to retire frem practice, desires that some 
good reliable physician should take his place. he location is very plea- 
sant and only one mile from a railroad depot, and among a first quality 
payi farsaing community. Price $250, with which will be given a por- 
tion of a medical library, a bookcase worth over $100, medicines, and 
splints, ete. For further te ig | “ppl S.. 


Burnt Hite, Saratoga Co., N. Y. 





Microscope. Wanted. 


Wanted to purchase, a second hand py with at least one 
and 4 inch objectives. Grunon’s or Smith & ‘s preferred. 


ddress, 
BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
440 Broadway, New York. 





[he Examination for Junior Assist- 


ants to Bellevue Hospital will take place on Friday, March 20, 1863, 
at the house of the Chairman, 2 Irving Place, at 8 o'clock p.m. Application 


must be made at once to the Chairman. The 
mended to the Committee by a member of the 
Hospital. 


licants must be recom- 
edical Board of Bellevue 


JAMES R. WOOD, Chairman. 
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“AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Orrick Mrpioa, Examiner, Citcago, 
. February 20, 1863. 


The next regular Annual Meeting of the American Medical Association 
will be held in the City of Chicago, Ilinvis, on the first Tuesday in Jun 
1863. Every permanently organized State, County, and Local Medica 
Society is entitled to send one Delegate for every ten members, and one 
additional Delegate for a fraction of more than half of that number. 
Metical Colleges, and Hospitals containing over 100 beds for the sick, are 
entitled to two Delegates; and all other permanently organized Medieal 
Institutions are entitled to one Delegate each. 

The Committee earnestly desire a full attendance from al! parts of the 
country. 

By order of the Committee of Arrangements, 
N. 8. DAVIS, Chairman. 


CRAIG MICROSCOPE. 


This is the best and cheapest microscope in the world for 
most practical purposes. It magnifies about 100 diameters, 
or 10,b00 times, and — neither skiil nor poten to 
use it. The power is about that most “Eo required 
in making microscopic examinations, and it will be found 
exceedingly convenient even for those who have more ex- 
pensive and complicated instruments, while for physicians 
who have no microscope, it is invaluable. 

It will be sent by mail, postage paid, on the receipt of 
$2.25, or with six beautiful mounted objects for $3. 

Address 


HENRY CRAIG, 182 Centre St. N. Y. 
A liberal discount to the trade. 


? 1 nN e 
[):: Munde’s Water-Cure Establish- 
ment at Florence, Mass. ed Northampton), is large and commo- 
dious. Being very pleasantly situated among the bills of one of the heal- 
thiest parts of New England, and abundantly <8 ied with the purest and 
coldest granite water (no ice being ever required Tor cooling it), it offers a 
desirable resort to the profession for such patients as need pure mountain 
air, erercise, a plain nourishing diet, and rest from the turmoil of cities 
and business, with, or without, the applications of Priessnitz’s system of 
therapeutics, as acquired under its inventor's personal guidance, but mo- 
dified by scientific principles and thirty years’ experience. The treatment 
is mild, and in every case adapted to the constitution of the patient. 
Price from $7 to $12 per week 





JUST PUBLISHED, 


Bulletin of the New York Academy 


of Medicine Vol. 1. 1861-62. Svo. cloth, pp. 558. $1 50. Ifto 
be sent by mail 84c. extra must be remitted, Subserjptions received for 
Vol. 2, 1863. $1 00 payable in advance. 
i. ee BAILLIERE BROS., 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
American Journal of Ophthalmology 
JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D., Eprror. 
No. 4 


Contains a complete synopsis of So em Pathology, and Treat- 
ment o' 


GFTLAUCOMA. 
No. 5 


Will contain an abstract of the Compte-rendu of the 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF OPHTHALMOLOGY, 
(29th Sept. to 3d Oct, 1862.) 

Subscription Price for one year (61x NuMBERS), $2.00; sample numbers 
ee BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
440 Broadway, New York. 
Sponge Tentsand Compressed Spon ge 
Manufactured by 


A. MAS ON, 
- Dispensing Chemist, 


251 Erenta Avenve, con. Twenty-Tutep Staret, New Yorx, 


Are used by the leading Physicians of New York, and are far superior 
to while the price is considerably below that of the imported. 


Dr. Squibb’s preparations invariably used in the Dispensing Department, 
Trusses, Elastic Stockings, Supporters, Shoulder Braces, ete. 


(jr #¥es, R. J —Lecons de clinique 
medicale, ‘precedees d'une introduction de M. le professeur Trous- 


seau. 2me edit, Kevue et corrigee. Tome ler. 
1862. 10fr. 


Svo. 766 pages. Paris, 


Batiurre Broruens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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GEORGE 


\anufacturers 
a 


TIEMANN & CO, 

of Surgical Instru- 
MENTS, &. 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 





OTTO & REYNDERS, 


Manufacturers and Importers of 
Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, etc., 
58 Chatham Street, New York. 


The various Splints for Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines, Ear-Trumpets 
Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Outlery, ete 


“_ 


J & W. Grunow, 343 Fourth Avenue, 
® continue to supply their customers with 


MICROSCOPES 
AND 
MICROSCOPICAL APPARATUS, 
And will endeavor to sustain the reputation of their instrument. 


Special attention is invited to their Students’ Microscopes, which are 
highly recommended by the leading Microscopists of this city, etc. 


r +1. 
VACCINE 
ye . nd , 

irus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city; put up in 
the best form for transmission to any part of the world. Prices—single 
tube, 75 eta; three, $2; single charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed quills, 
15 cts; fifteen points, $1; single charge, on convex surface of section of 

quill, 20 ets. ; ten, $1. 

Address, Eastern Dispensary, 57 Essex Street, New York. 


Sty 3 
rtificial Legs and 

t Hands. Selpho’s Patent Elastic Leg and 
Hand, 516 Broadway, New York 

These unrivalled substitutes for lost limbs, 
which have stood the test of over 27 years’ 
experience and have never been surpasse d,can be had only o 
Wm. Selpho, Patentee, 516 Broadway. 


I 


\ew England Mutual Life Ins. Co.,’ 


BOSTON AND NEW YORK, ORGANIZED 1543. ASSETS, 
$2,350,000, Documents showing the benefits of Life Insurance 
with the advantages of the Mutual plan, and the superior position and 
marked success of this Co., and explaining the different kinds of Policies 
with their methods of payment, may be obtained free of expense, upon 
application, either personally or by mail, to JOHN HOPPER, Agent and 
Attorney for the Co.. Metropolitan Bank Building, 110 Broadway, New 
York. gf" Parties at a distance may insure from Blanks, which will 
be forwarded free of expense. 


A REMARKABLE INVENTION IN ARTIFICIAL LEGS, 
BY DOUGLAS BLY, M.D. 


ANATOMICAL LEG, 


THE U. Ss ARMY AND NAVY LEG, 
The latter is furnished to Soldiers by the U, 8S. Go- 
vernment, Without charge, by applying 
to Dr. BLY. . “ 

By frequent dissections Dr. Bly has succeeded in embodying the prin- 
ciples of the natural leg in an artificial one, and in giving it lateral or side 
motion at the ankle, the same as the natural one. By so doing he has pro- 
duced the most complete and successful invention ever attained in artifi- 
eial legs. 

A pamphlet, containing full description and illustrations, can be 


we . 
had without charge by addressing 
DOUGLAS BLY, ™.D., 


Either 658 Broapway, New York City, or Rocugster, New York, or 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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vs re T \ 7 cs ta 
B aithwaite (W. & J.)—Commentary 
on Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children for the last 
half-year, 12mo. London 1562. 2s, 6d. 
Battiiene Brorures, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


. oo. > z t 
praun.—Materiaux pour servir a une 
) monographie sur la goutte. 


Traduit de l’'allemand par Meder. 
118 pages. Paris, 1562. 2fr. 


dSvo. 


Batters Brotruers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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WADE & FORD, 


Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 
Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, erc., 
85 Filton street, New York, 
‘ W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. James R. Woon, a full description of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lewis A, Sayre’s improved out- 
door Splint Mor Moxrsvus Coxarivs. Directions fer measurements will be 
forwarded when requested. 
References :—J ames R. Woon, M.D., Lewis A. Sayre, M.D., STEPHEN 
Sarrn, M.D., B. F. Bacusg, M.D. U.S.N, 
PRICED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 
[2 Agents for Jewett's Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others. . 


(‘linical Essays, by B. W. Richardson, 
' M.D. 8vo. London, 1862. ! 
Bauwieer Beoruers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 








Tue Pusuisners offer the follow- 
ing inducement to those who may 
have opportunities to obtain subscri- 
bers to the MepicaL Times :— 

For one new subscriber ($3.00 
being remitted), a copy of Cuavasse’s 
Apvice To A Moruer will be sent free 
by mail. 

For two new subscribers ($6.00 
being remitted), one copy of GREEN- 
How ON Diputuerts will be sent free 
by mail. 

For three new subscribers ($9.00 
being remitted), one copy of Smrrn’s 
SurcicaL Operations will be sent free 
by mail. 





TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 
City and Canadian Subscribers, $3.50 per annum, payable in advance, 
Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances nfust accompany an order for the Journal. 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the loss of 
“moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the Ist of January and 
July; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

Those who destre to have the series complete can be supplied with the 
back numbers at the original subscription price. 

The last volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the office, for $1 75, 
and free by mail for $2 15; cloth eases for binding may be had at the office 
for 25 cents, and free by mail for 34 cents. 

*,* Tue Mevicat Times is published every Saturday morning, and is 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the country, As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical profession of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed facilities to those polltne: to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appliances, Instruments 
of every kind, Drugs and Medicines, ete., etc. The following terms of 
transient advertisements may be modified by special contract for perma- 
nent insertion: 


6 column, or less, Py ° . each insertion $1 
ae . . . . 5 


00 
80 
60 
20 


. 1 
: : ~ 3 
/ “ 7 


1 = ° 
A deduction of 10 per cent is made for 6 insertions. 
- 25 “ oo “ 18 oe 


° - 30 “ oo oe 26 oo 
“ 35 “ “ 52 “ 
Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times, 
440 Broadway, N, Y.” BALLLIERE BROTHERS, 
Publishers and Proprietors, 





